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Introduction and Rationale 
 
At Muswell Hill Primary School, we believe that children who consolidate their school 
learning at home make better progress at school overall. It is with this rationale that we 
focus our home learning tasks. By setting home learning we aim to encourage a strong 
and positive partnership between home and school; to enable parents to support 
classroom work and to ensure that children make the best possible progress. 

 
Home learning throughout the school is focused on the development of literacy and 
numeracy skills. This may be discrete or linked to class creative curriculum topics or 
Early Years Foundation Stage (revised in September 2012.) Any home learning should 
be manageable for children to complete without substantial parental support and should 
not be too time consuming. The amount of home learning set will increase as children 
move up through the school so that they are ready for transfer to secondary school. It is 
important to note that the Summer Term in Year 6 will see an increase in homework as 
we prepare our pupils for the increased homework expectations demanded by 
secondary schools. 

 
Parents can help by giving children plenty of encouragement and praise for effort. They 
can also help by providing a good routine and suitable working space that will 
encourage focused working. Above all, home learning should, where possible, be 
enjoyable, meaningful and support pupil progress. 

 
All children across the school have a reading record. Teachers will acknowledge this 
record during guided reading sessions with a stamp. 

 
Aims 

 

 
 As a school we aim to set home learning tasks that are challenging, 

interesting, enjoyable and linked to class work where possible. We will 
ensure home learning tasks are appropriately differentiated if appropriate. 

 
 The school and parents/carers will aim to extend and enrich learning 

opportunities, showing children that learning can take place at many times and 
in many places, not only in school. 

 
 Out-of-school clubs and activities also play an important part in the lives of 

many children, and home learning should be manageable so that children 
are able to participate in activities such as these. 

 
 Home learning tasks should help children develop responsibility for their 

own learning and develop independence. 

 
 Home learning should promote a partnership between home and school in 

supporting each child’s learning. 

 
 If parents/carers have any questions about home learning, they should, in the 

first instance, contact the child’s class teacher either in person at either the 
beginning or the end of the day. If the questions are of a more general nature, 
they should contact the Assistant Headteacher in the relevant phase. 

 
 Wherever relevant and possible, the school will aim to provide workshops to 

support parents in developing home learning. These workshops may include ICT, 
Literacy or Numeracy skills. 

What things will children be expected to do at home in Reception? 
 
There is not a regular, weekly home learning that is set by the teachers. Please see
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below for guidelines. 
 

Curriculum 
Area 

Home Learning Task 

Reading* Read with their parent/carer every evening. Children in Reception are 
given a Reading Record to be completed by the parent/carer. The staff 
in Reception will also write in this record book. Children are given a 
Rigby Star guided reading book and pupils are allowed to choose one 
book from the reading corner per week. 

Reading and 
Spelling 

Practise reading ‘tricky words’ and phonemes which are sent home at 
the discretion of the teacher, to support what is being followed in the 
class. 

Reading & 
Speaking and 
Listening 

Listen to an adult read a story. A suggested text is available from the 

book corner, as mentioned above. 

Speaking and 
Listening 

 

Creative Curriculum topic webs will be shared with parents and carers 

at the start of each theme. 

Additional Topic linked/Additional tasks may be set at the discretion of the teacher. 

 
 

What things will children be expected to do at home in Year 1? 
 

There is not a regular, weekly home learning that is set by the teachers. Please see 
below for guidelines. 

 
Curriculum 
Area 

Home Learning Task 

Reading* Read with their parent/carer every evening. Children in Year 1 are 
given a Reading Record to be completed by the parent/carer. The staff 
in Year 1 will also write in this record book. Children are given a Rigby 
Star guided reading book and pupils are allowed to choose one book 
from the reading corner per week. 

Reading and 
Spelling 

Practise reading ‘tricky words’ and phonemes which are sent home at 
the discretion of the teacher, to support what is being followed in the 
class. 

Reading & 
Speaking and 
Listening 

Listen to an adult read a story. A suggested text is available from the 

book corner, as mentioned above. 

Speaking and 
Listening 

Talk to their parent/carer about what they have been learning at school 

in particular reference to topic work. 

Mathematics There will be a maths based homework sent home at the discretion of 
the class teacher. This is to be completed in the child’s homework book 
and will be given out on a Friday and due back in on the next 
Wednesday. 

Creative 
Curriculum 

Topic linked/Additional tasks/projects may be set at the discretion of the 
teacher 

 What things will children be expected to do at home in Year 2 and 3?

Talk to their parent/carer about what they have been learning at school 

in particular reference to topic work. The teacher may also suggest 

nursery rhymes, song or poems to be shared at home. 

All  



 

 

Curriculum 
Area 

Home Learning Task 

Speaking and 
Listening 

Talk to parent/carers about what they have been learning at school. 

This may be through a specific speaking and listening homework, 

directed by the teacher. 

Reading* and 
Spelling 

Read with their parent/carer every evening, if possible. Pupils or 
parents/carers are required to complete a Reading Record. This should 
be returned to school each week. 

 

 

In Year 2 children will be given a Rigby Star reading book and may 
also choose a book from the classroom reading corner. The staff in 
Year 2 will also write in this record book. 

 

 

In Year 3 children will choose their own reading book for Home 
learning. In appendix 1 there is a recommended reading list. 

 

 

In both Year 2 and 3 pupils will have the opportunity to change their 
books regularly. 

Spelling In Year 2, children will practise spelling high frequency words and 
will also have a phonic focus for the week. 

 
In Year 3 children practise spellings that have a particular focus for 
example: suffixes, irregular tenses. These are tested weekly. Tests 
in Year 3 take place every week on a Thursday or a Friday. 

Mathematics In Year 2 there will be a fortnightly task provided by the teacher. 
Alternatively, teachers may provide a task based on learning number 
facts. This may be learning of times tables. In Year 2 this could be the 
following tables: 2,5 and 10. 

 
In Year 3 there will be a fortnightly task provided by the teacher. In 
addition, teachers will provide a task based on learning times tables 
and related facts. In Year 3 this could be the following tables: 2,3,4,5, 
8 and 10. In Year 3 tables are tested weekly. 

Literacy and 
Creative 
Curriculum 

Topic linked/additional tasks/projects may be set at the discretion of the 

teacher 

 

What things will children be expected to do at home in Year 4, 5 and 6? 
 

Curriculum 
Area 

Home Learning Task 

Speaking and 
Listening 

Talk to their parent/carer about what they have been learning at school. 

This may be through a specific speaking and listening homework, 

directed by the teacher. 

Reading* and 
Spelling 

Read with their parent/carer every evening, if possible. Pupils and 
parents/carers are required to complete a record on this weekly 
homework. This should be returned to school each week. Pupils will 
have the opportunity to change their books regularly. 

Spelling Practise spelling patterns or words that link to the current literacy 
topic. Spellings will be tested each week. 

Mathematics Complete a numeracy task. This will often be based on supporting 
number facts. For example, increasing knowledge of times tables, 
number bonds or other essential number facts. This will require 
regular practice throughout the week. Number facts will be tested in 
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 school every week. Times tables will be all times tables up to 12 x 12 
including the corresponding division facts. 

Literacy and 
Creative 
Curriculum 

Additional tasks may be set at the discretion of the teacher. 

Creative 
Curriculum 

Creative Curriculum projects will be given 3 times a year. 

 

*A suggested Reading List has been compiled by the school with the support of 
Muswell Hill Bookshop and Michael Rosen. Please see Appendix 1. 

 
What additional things will children be expected to do at home in Year 6? 

 
At Muswell Hill Primary School we believe that children should be ready for their 
secondary school experience. This includes home learning. We are aware of the 
organisation changes that children experience when they reach their secondary 
school. In order to support this, the above points are relevant still with the addition of: 

 
 Deadlines will not simply be as the timetable below suggests. Tasks and 

projects will be given with a variety of dates and deadlines to be met. 
    Homework will not diminish in Year 6 in the Summer Term. 

Timetable 
 

    Homework is set every Friday (with the exception of Reception and Year 1.) 

    Homework is returned to school every Wednesday (with the exception of 

Reception and Year 1.) 

    Where applicable, spelling and mathematics tests are set every Thursday or Friday. 

Please note that Reception, Year 1 or Year 2 we do not test formally. 
 

We believe that informal dialogue is the most effective way to communicate. Teachers are 
available in the mornings and the afternoons before school. If homework is not completed 
parents and carers can speak to the class teachers at these times. 

Access to the curriculum 
 

As a school, we see home learning as an integral part of the curriculum for all children. As 
such, parents will be informed in writing of the theme (EYFS) or Creative Curriculum 
topic. This will ensure parents/carers are aware of the curriculum coverage. To ensure 
equal access to home learning, teachers aim to set home learning according to the needs 
of the child. If a child has Special Educational Needs, or an Individual Education Plan, 
then home learning will be set at the class teacher’s discretion and will help the child to 
work towards the individual targets set. Class Teachers will make themselves available to 
meet to discuss how parents/carers can support learning of this nature at home. 

 
At Muswell Hill Primary School we believe that communication with parents is extremely 
important. As such, on the weekly homework the teacher writes about the curriculum 
coverage for the following week. This allows parents to talk to their children and support 
them if they wish before the learning begins at school. 

 

Assessment and Feedback 
Teachers will acknowledge and reward the children according to their efforts using the 
class reward system. Methods of acknowledgement include: peer marking, self- 
assessment, testing and verbal feedback. 

Monitoring 

Home learning will be monitored by the Assistant Headteacher and the Senior 
Leadership Team. Samples of homework will be taken from classes half-termly to ensure 
the pitch and challenge is appropriate. This will form part of our annual monitoring cycle. 

Review and Evaluation of the Policy
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The policy will be reviewed annually, to ensure it is kept in line with any curriculum 
changes that take place within the school or externally. 
Appendix 1 

 
Suggested Reading List 

(in addition to Reading Books sent home by the school) 

Reading texts - Reception 

 
Author Book Title 

M. Rosen We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 

B. Graham Max 
C. Inkpon Zoe and Beans – Hello Oscar 

P. Bently King Jack and the Dragon 
F. Preston- 
Gannon 

Dinosaur Farm 

J. Klassen I Want my Hat Back 
 

 

Reading texts – Year 1 

 
Author Book Title 

S. Hughes Dixieo Day 

M. Blackman Space Race 

J. Mayhew Kate in London 

E. Dolan Weasels 
S. Kitamura Millie’s Marvellous Hat 

J. Ray Ahmed and the Feathergirl 

A. Smith Claude in the City 
 

Reading texts – Year 2 and 3 

 
Author Book Title 

J. Valentine Iggy and Me 

M. Rosen Choosing Crumble 
N. Gaiman Fortunately the Milk 

P. Reeve Oliver and the Seawigs 
E. Laird The Fastest Boy in the World 

M. Blackman Jack Sweet Tooth 

H. McKay Lulu and the Duck in the Park 
 

Reading texts – Year 4 and 5 
 

Author Book Title 

S. Dowo The London Eye Mystery 

D. Freedman Kick-Off 
B. Goulay Tall Story 

H. Peters Secret Henhouse Theatre 
E. Ibbotson The Abominables 

L. Evans Small Change For Smart 

H. Dennis Secret Breakers 
 

Reading texts – Year 6



 

 

Author Book Title 

R.J. Palaccio Wonder 

M. Peet Keeper 
C. Bradford Bodyguard 

L. St John One Dollar Horse 
T. L. Sawart Mysterious Benedict Society 

G. Cross After Tomorrow 
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