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Muswell Hill Primary School 

HOW WE SUPPORT CHILDREN/YOUNG PEOPLE WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OR DISABILITIES 

An overview of the school 

We are an inclusive school and strive to support all children to enable them to make the best possible progress and achieve well. To accomplish 

these aims, we offer a broad and balanced curriculum with high quality teaching with an emphasis on the joy of learning and respect for all 

involved in the school community. We provide effective support for children with special educational needs and disabilities, starting from our 

first contact with parents and carers when a child enters our school. We make sure that additional needs are identified early and offer a range of 

provision according to identified needs. We work with a range of other professionals, from outside the school, to make sure that all children 

receive the support they need to do well at school. 
 

Type of school/college we are 
We are a two form entry primary school with 420 pupils in total. Children start in reception, in the year in which they have their 5th birthday. 
 

Our Ofsted rating 
Outstanding 
  
 

How we know if a child/young person has special educational needs 
 
Within school, the progress of children is regularly monitored by: 
 

 Through day to day teaching which then informs planning for all children 

 A range of more depth in  assessments as required 

 Observations of  children in class/playground 

 Informal monitoring by members of the Senior Leadership Team 

 Teacher observation by the Senior Leadership Team as part of performance management procedure 

 Termly assessments of all children in reading, writing and maths  



 Pupil progress meetings held termly attended by  teachers and members of the Senior Leadership Team – our Assistant Head Teachers provided day 
to day follow up of children where there might be concerns 

 Electronic tracking systems 

 A standardised language assessment for all children in reception 

 Optional SATS and KS1/2 SATS 
 
We may find that a child needs additional support or help if concerns are raised as a result of the above process or at any time by a parent/carer, by the 
child’s teacher or by the child. This is usually if a child is not making expected progress or if there is a change in behaviour.  Sometimes other professionals 
involved with the family may notify the school of concerns. 
 Other children may need additional support if they have: 

 A significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of the children of the same age 

 A disability which affects their ability to access and benefit from the educational opportunities generally enjoyed by children of the same age. 
 
For most children, extra support will help them to progress.  Those children who are still experiencing difficulties will then become part of a school based 
special needs programme.  

What we do to help children/young people with special educational needs across the curriculum 
 
Our school provision map shows the range of interventions which may be used when we identify a need for additional support.   These cover all areas of 
school life, may be on a group or individual basis and will be implemented according to need.  We currently have interventions focused on: 

 Reading, writing, handwriting and spelling 

 Maths programmes 

 Fine/gross motor skills 

 Typing programmes 

 Social skills 

 Speech, language and communication 

 Behaviour  

 Transition arrangements 
 
When the school identifies the need for additional intervention, the parents/carers will be informed of the planned support.  Progress will then be regularly 
reviewed at termly parent meetings which are separate from the normal parent consultations.  This enables staff involved with the child to have a more in 
depth discussion. Parents can also contact staff at any time if they have concerns. 
Home/school books are also used to inform communication 



How we adapt our teaching for children/young people with special educational needs 
High quality teaching has been identified as being crucial to the development of all children, including those who have additional needs.  To support this all 
teachers and staff are: 
 

 Provided with information on the needs of all children to ensure that learning activities are appropriate for their level and that additional resources 
are provided, if needed.  This process is known as differentiation  

 Classes are well resourced and for children with additional needs, specialised equipment can be arranged 

 All staff will have access to training, advice and resources to enable them to contribute to developing fully inclusive practice. 

 Each class will have a Learning Support Assistant (LSA), the amount of time assigned to each class will be dependent upon the needs of the children 
in that class 

 

How we decide what resources we can give to a child/young person with special educational needs 
 
The school currently receives an annual budget of approximately £160.000 for special educational needs.   This is allocated in the following ways: 
 

 Support for statemented children 

 Additional adult support in classes 

 Small group/individual work for children needing additional support 

 Additional resources for the classroom/playground etc  e.g. laptops, writing boards 

 Commissioning advice from a range of outside professionals e.g. Occupational therapists.  
 
How decisions are made 
 
Pupil progress meetings (held termly) highlight where a child might need additional support which can be provided in a number of ways including the 
following: 

 Additional resourcing in the classroom 

 Monitoring and support in class  from the Assistant Head for the child’s phase 
 

 
If it is felt that the child would benefit from further small groups/individual support, then this will be delivered by a Learning Support Assistant, overseen by a 
senior leader, usually the SENCo. 
 



 
Impact on progress 
We will monitor the progress of all children receiving additional support to ensure that the provision we have put in place is having the impact we are 
expecting.  Progress is monitored in a variety of ways including: 

 National curriculum levels 

 Average point scores 

 Individual assessments (e.g. speech/language assessments/reading ages) 

 The Senior Leadership Team regularly reviews and analyses the progress of all children 

 External reports are compiled annually by the Government and Haringey Local Authority based on progress of children at the end of key stages 
(reception, Year 2 and  Year 6) 

We seek to ensure a value for money provision , therefore all interventions are costed and evaluated. 
 
The impact of support is also evaluated externally by the SENCo , members of the Leadership Team and the governing body. 
 

Support we offer for children’s/young people’s health and general wellbeing 
 
 
The well-being of all our children is of uttermost importance at Muswell Hill Primary School.  All children are supported with their social and emotional 
development during  the school day through the curriculum and extra-curricula activities including: 

 Our behaviour policy which includes guidance on expectations, rewards and sanctions  

 Regular monitoring of attendance and, where needed, follow up 

 Training of staff to support medical needs and all staff are made aware of children who have specific medical or disability problems. Health and care 
plans are provided for by the school nurse 

 Ascertaining children’s views through questionnaires, school council meetings, attendance at review meetings 

 Buddy/mentoring systems 

 Playmate scheme 

 Learning mentor 

 Outside support from the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service 

 Lunch and play times are staffed to ensure safe adult: child ratio.  There is a range of equipment available and activities are led by specialised 
professionals. 

 
 



Specialist external services we use when we think extra help is needed 
 
The school has access to a range of specialist services and  expertise including the following: 

 Language and Communication Service 

 Educational Psychology Service 

 School Nurse Service  

 Hearing impaired Service 

 Royal National Institute for the Blind 

 Health and Well Being Service, commissioned in conjunction with an Islington school 

 Social care services 

 The school has a contingency budget to commission other specialised services 
 

Training 
 
We regularly invest time and money in training our staff to improve provision and access for all pupils. All staff receive training on a regular basis based on 
training needs.  Training planned for next academic year includes: 

 Use of concrete apparatus in maths for Learning Support Assistants 

 Update of changes the SEN code of Practice to all staff 

 Staff meetings on autism, dyslexia 
 

How we include children/young people in activities and school trips 
 
The school promotes involvement of all our learners in all aspects of the school curriculum, including activities outside the classroom.  Where there might be 
concerns for safety and access, a personalised risk assessment is carried out to consider if reasonable adjustments can be made; if appropriate parents/cares 
will be involved in the planning.   
 

Our school environment 
 
The school has an Accessibility Plan in place and where feasible, make reasonable adjustments to improve the accessibility of our environment to meet 
individual needs, including wheelchair access. 
 
The school has a disabled changing and toilet facility. 



How we prepare for children/young people joining our school and leaving our school 
 
We have very good relationships with our feeder schools and information is shared to support children’s’ learning in transition.  Where a child has additional 
needs, separate transition arrangements will be put in place and might include: 

 Additional visits to the school 

 A transition book 

 Involvement of the Early Years Transition Team 
 
When children transfer to secondary school, a meeting will be arranged with the class teacher, The SENCo or relevant professional from the school and 
parents 
 
The school also runs a secondary transfer group for children which focuses on key skills required for successful transition. 
 
 

How parents are involved in school life 
Parents are fully involved in all aspects of school life including: 

 Attendance at parent evenings, annual review meetings 

 Meetings with teachers/outside professionals 

 School trips 

 Questionnaires 

 Home/school books 

 Working in classes 

 SPA (parent group) 

 SEN Parent group 

 Curriculum meetings 
 
Translators are provided where required 
  
 
 
 
 



Who to contact for more information or to discuss a concern 
 
If a parent wants to discuss their child, the first point of contact is the class teacher. We have a ‘How to raise a concern clearly visible on the school website’. 
 
If there continue to be concerns about progress, behaviour or emotional difficulties, then the parent/carer should contact the SENCO either by telephone or 
email: 
senco@muswell-hill.haringey.sch.uk 
 

Our offer to children with special educational needs and disabilities was prepared in [Date] 
 
It will be reviewed in [Date] 
 

 
 


