
Keeping Children and Young People 
Safe Against 

Radicalisation and Extremism 

  

ADVICE TO STAFF, PARENTS and 
CARERS 

 
 

Recognising Extremism—Signs may include: 

 

1) Out of character changes in dress, behaviour, peer 

relationships 

2) Secretive behaviour 

3) Losing interest in friends and activities 

4) Showing sympathy for extremist causes 

5) Glorifying violence 

6) Possessing illegal or extremist literature 

7) Advocating messages similar to illegal organisations 

 

Supporting Children and Young People to Stay Safe 

 

1) Know where children are and who they are with 

2) Know you child’s friends and families 

3) Communicate about your child’s interests 

4) Encourage positive activities with local groups you can 

trust 

5) Discuss different points of view 

6) Encourage children to show interest in the local commu-
nity and show respect for people of all faiths and back-

grounds 

7) Be aware of your child’s online activity and update your 

own knowledge 

8) Know what social media and messaging sites your child 

uses and stick to the recommended age restrictions 

9) Remind you child of e-safety. 

10) Explain that anyone who tells them to keep secrets from 

their family or teachers could put them in danger. 

 

 

 

Getting Help and Prevention: 

 

1) If you have concerns that your child may be influenced by 

others, get help—talk to someone you can trust 

2) If you feel there is a risk of a child leaving the country, 
consider what precautions you could take to prevent travel. 
You should consider what access your child has to savings 

accounts or money from family and friends. 

 

Useful contacts: 

Police—999 (emergency) or 101 (non-emergency) 

Anti Terrorist Hotline: 0800 789 321 

Children’s Social Care: 0208 489 4592  

Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111 

Active Challenge Foundation: 0208 539 2770 

Haringey Children and Young People’s Service: 0208 489 

1000 

 

children stay safe online 

2) www.ceop.gov.uk 

CEOP works with Child Protection partners across the UK 
and overseas to identify main threats to children protecting 

children from harm online and offline. 

3) www.bbc.co.uk/webwise 

Information and support for safe use of the internet 

4) www.childline.org 

5) www.cybersmile.org 

6) www.childsafe.com 

The Designated Safeguarding Leads at Muswell Hill Primary are: 

James Wiltshire—Headteacher 

Helen Hattersley—Deputy Headteacher 

Gillian Collin—SENDCO 

The Chair of Governors is:  

Simon Wantman 

The Lead Governor for Child Protection and Looked After 
Children is:   

Policy Officer for Haringey is:
Christina Andrew
christina.andrew@haringey.gov.uk

Jessica Rosenfield 

Senior Community Safety Officer for Haringey is:
Leon Joseph
leon.joseph@haringey.gov.uk
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Useful websites: 

 

1) www.internetmatters.org 

Information, advice and resources that can be used to help 



In relation to keeping children safe against radicalisation and 

extremism the following areas are highlighted: 

 

Democracy: The news is shared locally, nationally, and inter-

nationally. We engage children in discussion about it. 

Individual Liberty: Our curriculum allows pupils to be encour-
aged to know, understand and exercise their rights to personal 
freedoms and are advised to exercise these safely. Children 
also know that there are limits to individual liberty, for example 

racism and homophobic behaviour are not tolerated. 

Mutual Respect: This is at the heart of our values. This forms 

the basis of our vision statement: Joy, Discovery, Diversity. 

Tolerance:  We actively promote diversity through celebra-
tions of different faiths and cultures. International and national 
failures in tolerance are discussed. Children understand that 
being British is about living with a wide range of people from 
different backgrounds and that understanding the uniqueness 

of this has value for community cohesion and world peace.  

 

Why might a young person be drawn toward extremist 
ideologies? 

1) Searching for answers to questions about identity, faith 

and belonging 

2) Driven by desire for ‘adventure’ and excitement 

3) Driven by a need to raise self-esteem 

4) Drawn toward a group or individual who offers identi-

ty , social networks and support 

5) Influenced by world events 

 

How might this happen? 

Online: The Internet provides opportunity for research and 
learning but also should be monitored to ensure safety. For 
example, the Internet provides social media opportunities 
which require caution. Terms and conditions of age appropri-
ateness should be adhered to. Social media, if misused, can 
provide networks that are not appropriate and can communi-
cate extremist messages. The following document provides 

clear guidance for schools. 

 

HOW SOCIAL MEDIA IS USED TO ENCOURAGE 
TRAVEL TO SYRIA AND IRAQ—BRIEFING NOTE 

FOR SCHOOLS 

 

Important highlights: 

 

1) If you are concerned that a child’s life is in im-
mediate danger or they may be imminently 
planning to travel to Syria or Iraq dial 999 or call 
the anti-terrorist hotline: 08007879321. Alterna-
tively, for non-emergencies, the local police can 

be contacted dialing 101 

2) School staff play a vital role in protecting 
pupils from risks of extremism and radicali-
sation.  Keeping children safe from risks 
should be approached in the same way as 
safeguarding children and you should fol-
low the school’s safeguarding procedures. 
P27 Appendix D. Staff at MHPS receive an-
nual Child Protection training and Designat-
ed Leads are trained appropriately. 

3) Guidance on social media (p3 and 4) is availa-
ble on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Instagram, 

Tumblr and Private Messaging.  

4) Subject specific language used by ISIL can be 

found on p5. 

 

Peer Interaction:  Young people at risk may display 
extrovert behaviour, start getting into trouble or mixing 
with children who behave badly. This is not always the 
case. Sometimes those at risk may improve behavior, 
children become quieter, they may seem more serious 

about learning and may dress more modestly. 

 

TV and Media: The media provide a view on world 
affairs. However, this is often a very simple version of 
events which are in reality very complex. Therefore 
children may not understand the situation fully or ap-
preciate the dangers involved in the views of some 

groups. 

Keeping Children and Young People Safe Against 
Radicalisation and Extremism 

The parent/child relationship is the foundation to keeping 
children safe and supporting their social development and 

educational attainment. 

 

Children and young people have a natural curiosity which 
we want to encourage. However, as our children grow up 

we have to take different steps to ensure their safety. 

 

Currently a number of young girls and boys have been 
persuaded to leave the country against the wishes of their 
families, or in secret, putting themselves in extreme dan-

ger. 

 

This leaflet sets out information to help parents and 
school staff keep children safe and explains how they 

should respond if they have a concern. 

 

This leaflet should be read in conjunction with the follow-
ing policies (please click below for further information) 

and departmental guidance: 

 

1) Child Protection 

2) E-Safety 

3) Keeping Children Safe In Education 

4) British Values 

5) PREVENT: Haringey Guidance Notes 

6) Whistleblowing 

 

British Values 

At Muswell Hill Primary School we understand that the 
society we live in is diverse and therefore, our curriculum 
and life within school reflects this. Our full policy (linked 

above) is divided into 6 clear sections.  

Page 2 of 2

http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/about-us/creativity/
http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/about-us/our-vision/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/440450/How_social_media_is_used_to_encourage_travel_to_Syria_and_Iraq.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/440450/How_social_media_is_used_to_encourage_travel_to_Syria_and_Iraq.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/440450/How_social_media_is_used_to_encourage_travel_to_Syria_and_Iraq.pdf
http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/CP_new111.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/440450/How_social_media_is_used_to_encourage_travel_to_Syria_and_Iraq.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/440450/How_social_media_is_used_to_encourage_travel_to_Syria_and_Iraq.pdf
http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/CP_new111.pdf
http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/E_Safety_Policy_new11.pdf
http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/KCSIE.Summary.pdf
http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/school-office/british-values/
http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/keeping_children_safe_from_radicalisation_leaflet_final_web_2.pdf
http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/2-LBH-Whistle-Blowing-Policy1.pdf

