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Subject: Music                 Subject Co-ordinator: Megan Jones 

Core Essence- What is Music? 

Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high- 
quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and 
their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of 
achievement. As pupils progress, they should develop a critical engagement with music, 
allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in the musical 
canon. 
 
Music is a practical subject. Musical learning is about thinking and acting as a musician. 
This means that music lessons should be about learning in and through music, not solely 
about music. Music lessons in school should be focused on developing children’s 
imagination and creativity. Children come to school with a lifetime of musical experience, 
which is practical and experiential, and which has contributed to their aural memory. Their 
music lessons in school, therefore, should not assume that they know nothing and have no 
prior musical experience. 
 

We make music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage children to participate 
in a variety of musical experiences (that are provided by the scheme we follow; 
‘Charanga’), through which we aim to build up the confidence of all children. Our teaching 
focuses on developing 
• an ability to sing in tune and with other people. 
• the skills of recognising pulse and pitch. 

• an ability to play instruments with control and sensitivity 
• working with others to make music, recognising how individuals combine together to 
make sounds. 
• knowledge of musical notation and how to compose music. 
 
Music should be taught for approximately 1 hour a week.  

 

Key Questions 
 Can you sing broadly in tune with others? 
 Can you play confidently and fluently at a steady pulse to an audience? 
 Can you create (improvise) sounds / music for effect? 
 Can you compose and record music standard and non-standard forms of notation? 
 Can you listen to pieces of music (own, peers, others) to provide critical feedback? 

 

 
 

Key knowledge, skills and thinking from the National Curriculum. 
 

Key knowledge: 
    Develop an awareness of and fluency in understanding basic musical features. 
    Know the names of common classroom instruments. 
    Develop an understanding of the history of music. 

 

Key skills: 
    Be able to sing and play with increasing confidence, individually and in groups. 
 Create music to communicate ideas, thoughts and feelings, including through 

movement, performance and rehearsal. 
 

Key skills: 
    Listen to and evaluate a range of live and recorded music. 
    Share opinions and offer critical feedback (of others and own work). 
 Be perceptive to music and communicate personal thoughts and feelings through 

discussion. 
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Additional Music Teaching 

Additional music teaching 
Peripatetic music teaching is organised by Haringey Music Service These lessons are paid 
for solely by parental contributions on a termly basis. Instruments can be hired from the 
HMS. 
These lessons are normally taught to individual or small groups of children throughout the 
school day.   

 
KS1 and KS2 have separate singing assemblies once a week. 
There is also a school Choir. 

Links to English (speaking& listening, writing and reading) 

A holistic approach to learning music through practise is essential – being a musician. 
However, there will be opportunities for speaking & listening: 

    Paired and group work whilst discussing musical ideas and performances, 
 Listening attentively and sympathetically to the performances of others in order to 

provide evaluative comments.  Children should share their opinions and be willing 
to justify these. 

As a creative subject within the arts, music can be encouraged as a response to a variety 
of stimuli.  Children’s own Writing will enable the exploration of themes and moods in 
music as will other examples. 

 Respond to Nursery Rhymes, well known stories and poetry creating a score to 
support the performance aspect. 

Reading will incorporate skills of musical notation recognition and provide opportunities 
for experimentation in using symbols.  Children will learn to respond appropriately to such 
guidance as “instructions” within the composition of their own and others’ music. 

Links to Maths 

    Counting 

    Sequence 

    Pattern 

    Fractions 
    Time 
 
 
 
 

Other- relevant information, reading or websites 
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Along with this you will need a login (username and password). The site directs you to the 
progression map for all year groups (reception to year 6). This scheme can be used in two 
ways.  

 Either working through the scheme half termly, which are ready made lessons that 
are very clear and easy to follow. They all have a clear focus that show progression 
over a series of weeks.  

 There is also a freestyle option which offers a variety of options for different genres.  

https://charanga.com/site/  

 

The DfE Expert Panel for Music Education has developed online resources for trainees 
and existing teachers in order to help with interpretation of the curriculum and signposting 
new and existing resources.  https://sites.google.com/site/primarymusicitt/ 
 

Incorporated Society of Musicians  http://www.ism.org/nationalcurriculum 
 

Music in schools promoting good practice. 
http://www.makemusicgloucestershire.org.uk/docs/Music%20professional%20development
%20materials.pdf  

https://charanga.com/site/
https://sites.google.com/site/primarymusicitt/
http://www.ism.org/nationalcurriculum
http://www.makemusicgloucestershire.org.uk/docs/Music%20professional%20development%20materials.pdf
http://www.makemusicgloucestershire.org.uk/docs/Music%20professional%20development%20materials.pdf
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A link to our scheme of work:  

Along with this you will need a login (username and password). The site directs you to the 
progression map for all year groups (reception to year 6). This scheme can be used in two 
ways.  

 Either working through the scheme half termly, which are ready made lessons that 
are very clear and easy to follow. They all have a clear focus that show progression 
over a series of weeks.  

 There is also a freestyle option which offers a variety of options for different genres.  

https://charanga.com/site/  

 

The DfE Expert Panel for Music Education has developed online resources for trainees 
and existing teachers in order to help with interpretation of the curriculum and signposting 
new and existing resources.  https://sites.google.com/site/primarymusicitt/ 

 

 
  National Plan for Music Education in England (November 2012) 

 

 

Incorporated Society of Musicians  http://www.ism.org/nationalcurriculum 
 

 
 

https://charanga.com/site/
https://sites.google.com/site/primarymusicitt/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-importance-of-music-a-national-plan-for-music-education
http://www.ism.org/nationalcurriculum

