Newsletter Number 2
Dear Parents and Carers,
What a term! We are now enjoying the benefits of the building improvements which is great news. It is with great sadness that we must say goodbye to some key members of staff
who have been a huge part of our community and worked
with many, many children. More on that a little later in this
newsletter. All the while we await a very overdue Ofsted inspection that could happen with very little notice!
I must thank you all again for your support this half term.
The children have continued to be an absolute credit to you
and to our school in their day-to-day lessons, in their conduct around the school, when they attend trips and in everything they do. It is a constant source of pride that visitors
remark most days on how special our school ethos is and
how incredible the children here are. They are quite right!
Once again I must thank the staff team who have been magnificent and work so hard for the children.

In a rush for a meeting, I asked a child to help me in getting
my lunch from the canteen. The child in Year 2 immediately
got up despite being mid-mouthful! To my amazement within a few seconds another child, also in Year 2, seeing my hurried manner pushed his own cutlery into my hands and said
‘you can have mine, James’.
This type of kindness is a regular occurrence at our school. I
am so proud to be part of it.
Happy holidays. Please stay safe and I look forward to seeing
you all again in 2018!
James Wiltshire, Headteacher

Creative Writing
Our school has fantastic writers. Our
2018 School Improvement Plan will be
agreed in February and will be clear that
we want to develop even more opportunities for children to write expressively and imaginatively. This will be of particular benefit in enabling our children
to achieve a greater depth to their
writing.

Our English books are full of examples
of great writing and so are our Topic,
Science and Religious Education books.
As a staff we are committed to making
this even more exciting in the new
year.

Recently all the children from Reception
to Year 6 wrote a piece of descriptive
writing to the same writing stimulus
which followed a whole school assembly. To see examples of our children’s
work please see the website.
Under The Rug

Staffing Changes 2018
We are sad to say goodbye to much-loved members of staff who are leaving us at the end of this term.
We are sure that you will join us in wishing them all well for the future and in welcoming all the new staff
members who will be working with us in the New Year.
Rosie O’Donnell—Assistant Headteacher Years 1 and 2
As you will have read via email, Rosie O’Donnell has been a member of staff for over ten years. During
that time she has proven to be a brilliant class teacher and leader and we will miss her greatly. Rosie is
leaving to return to class teaching and will be joining a school nearer to home. In reducing her number of
working days, Rosie is looking forward to spending more time with her young son, Harry. We wish Rosie
and her family well for the future!

Liz McMullen will assume leadership responsibility for Year 2 as well as her substantive role with Year 3
and 4. Liz covered this role when Rosie was on Maternity Leave in 2014. Supporting Liz will be Sarah
Horsfall, who has been teaching at our school for many years. Sarah will run groups and cover classes
that Rosie would have taught. Helen, our Deputy Headteacher, will lead the staff in Year 1 adding to her
responsibility leading our Early Years. Needless to say Helen knows the children well and brings a wealth
of experience to the role.

Rhiannon Mahoney (nee Rees) - Violet Class Teacher
Rhiannon has been a dynamic and professional member of our school for over four years. Rhiannon's
decision to leave was necessitated by the relocation of her family. Since buying a property in Cambridgeshire, Rhiannon has been commuting to Muswell Hill. Sadly, despite her great efforts to make this work,
Rhiannon has found that this is simply not sustainable. We wish Rhiannon and her family well in Cambridgeshire.

David Howes, our Assistant Headteacher for Years 5 and 6, will now teach Violet Class. David knows the
children very well and is a wonderfully gifted Year 6 teacher. Supporting David’s other teaching responsibilities in Years 5 and 6 we welcome Andrea Smith to our staff team. Andrea has been covering classes
lower down the school. Andrea was previously the Assistant Headteacher at another Haringey School.

Mpula Lawton—Gold Class Teacher
Mpula was a student teacher working with Audrey Shiouxios in Year 4 last year. Since then Mpula has
been class teacher for Gold Class and a valued member of the staff team. We thank her for all her hard
work. Mpula is leaving to return to studies; we wish her very well with all of her future plans.

We welcome Lara Martin who will be teaching Gold Class from January 2018. Lara is an experienced
teacher who is really looking forward to joining the team. Lara has been in our school for a few days this
term to get to know the children and is looking forward to teaching our pupils soon!

Sports At MHPS
It’s difficult not to become complacent when our Sports teams are SO successful. We are so
proud of our children who continue to perform so successfully and so fairly at external
sports competitions. Another fantastic term of achievements includes:
Event

MHPS

Girls table tennis

1st—Winners

Boys table tennis

2nd—Runners up

Boys Football Team

Qualified 1st in Haringey with potential to represent Tottenham Hotspur if they win against

Girls Football Team

Did not qualify but did not lose a match!

Boys Football Team

Unbeaten in New River League (1st)

Girls Football Team

Unbeaten in New River League (1st)

Girls Cross Country Team

1st in Haringey

Boys Cross Country Team

4th in Haringey

Ella and Matilda in Year 6

Qualified to run for Haringey

Ella, Matilda and Reilly—Year 6

Qualified to run for Middlesex

Tag Rugby

4th in Haringey

Keeping Children Safe in Education
In November our staff completed their update child
protection training. The Designated Safeguarding
Leads [DSL] completed their update training too.

In our school our DSL are:
James Wiltshire—Headteacher
Helen Hattersley—Deputy Headteacher
Gillian Collin—SENDCO

Our Deputy DSL are:
David Howes—Assistant Headteacher
Liz McMullen—Assistant Headteacher
Our Governor responsible for safeguarding is: Jessica Rosenfield.

To view our Safeguarding and Child Protection
Policy click here.

Spelling and Early Maths

Spelling
Our thanks to Jay, Fionnula, Stuart
an Sylvia for leading a great spelling
event for the children in Orange and
Sapphire Class. The children raised
over £250 for our school! Click here
for more information.

Early Maths
Staff in Early Years and Early Primary
ran a workshop about what we teach
and how to support from home. Please
click here to view the presentation.

Quick Reminders

PARKING OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL: We are asking parents and carers to
park legally at pick up and drop off times. The police have been assisting with
this recently and will continue to do so. We are very concerned that illegal
parking, even if only for a few minutes, puts children at risk when they are
crossing the road at the Dukes Avenue entrance.

LITTER LEFT AFTER SCHOOL: We politely remind children and parents
and carers to place litter in the bins provided. Staff have reported an increase
in litter left on the premises. Please keep our school community litter free!
Thank you.

LOST PROPERTY: Please be aware that the mountain of lost property is
mounting! On Monday 11th December lost property that has been collected
over the term will be displayed in the Key Stage 2 hall at 3:30pm. Please note
that anything that has not been claimed and is left by Wednesday 20th December will be given to TRAID, our chosen charity as we are unable to store
clothing at School. Please also remember to take lunchboxes home on the last
day as they will be thrown away if they are not collected.

WINTER FAIR: Thank you for coming to the Winter Fair
2017.
Huge thanks to our Staff Parent Association [SPA]
for leading another wonderful event that raised over
£8500.
THANK
YOU!

Key Dates

Some key dates for your diary:

New Clubs at Muswell Hill Primary
School in 2018

Following the success of Start
Sporty we are starting a few new
clubs. For further details please
see emails that have been sent or
contact the School Office.
1)

Carol concert: Wednesday 20th December

Spanish Language Club

End of term: Wednesday 20th December

2) Mandarin Language Club for
both KS1 and KS2

Back to school: Thursday 4th January

3) Kung-Fu Club

Y2 Writing Workshop for parents: Monday 8th January at 9am in KS1 hall.

For details of all our clubs please
see an overview timetable by clicking here.

For further details of Christmas period
dates please see the detailed explanation
here.

High Tea at High Noon
Approximately 50 pupils were invited to High Tea on Tuesday 5th December. Tea
was served by David Howes and James Wiltshire for children who had achieved incredibly quick times of under 2 seconds per question on our times tables challenge:
Times Tables Rock Stars. Children in Years 6, 5 and even 4 managed to achieve the
benchmark times. This means the children were able to answer 30 questions in a minute!
Quick draw indeed. They claimed their reward by playing some great games and completing
a maths quiz. Take a look at the quiz and the photos by clicking here.

Headteacher and Chair of Governor’s Christmas

Challenge

It’s design time. If you would like a little reminder of
the latest optional home learning challenge please
click here. Please remember the brief is to design and
not make, you can work together with others and the
deadline for entries is Thursday 4th January 2018.
Good luck!

