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Assessment is the process of obtaining, analysing and interpreting evidence for use by both 
pupils and teachers to enable the review, planning and improvement of learning. It is fully 
integrated with the delivery of the curriculum and is an essential component of effective classroom 
practice. At Muswell Hill Primary School, we believe that assessment is at the heart of knowing our 
children and essential in the progress that they make.  Our assessment leader gathers and 
evaluates whole school data and ensures that teachers are aware of the termly assessment cycle 
and expected gains across the year. 
 
Types of assessment used within our school: 
 
Formative (day to day) assessment – Assessment for Learning. We believe that assessment is 
fundamental in the teaching and learning cycle. When practice is effective and regular this enables 
teachers and support staff to have a clear understanding of their children’s learning needs. This is 
applicable across the ability spectrum. Marking is an essential tool for supporting the AfL process. 
Teachers mark work against the lesson learning objective/s.  Children are given two stars 
indicating how well they have met the objective/s and a wish, identifying the next progressive ‘step’ 
in their learning. Please see the school’s Marking Policy for further details:  
 
http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Marking-Policy-20132.pdf 

 
Summative Assessment is the formal measurement of what has been learned and the progress 
that has taken place between assessment cycles.  This is primarily based on teacher judgements 
and may be supported by testing. 
 
APP: 
 
The Assessing Pupils’ Progress materials are a series of levelled grids for different subjects that 
contain very specific assessment criteria arranged according to assessment foci. The specific 
criteria within the assessment foci are used by teachers to reach judgements about a child’s level 
of attainment. The criteria used, which are taken from the National Curriculum attainment levels, 
enable teachers to make precise sub-level assessments of pupils’ performance.   APP 
assessment materials exist are used to support this process at Muswell Hill Primary School in 
writing and Mathematics.  These are completed at the end of every assessment cycle, either for an 
individual child or group. 
 

End of Year Expectations 
 

Class APS – Expected 
Attainment 

National Curriculum Level 

Reception 3 points Expected  

Year 1 9 points 1B 

Year 2 15 points 2B 

Year 3 19 points 2A/3C 

Year 4 22 points 3B 

Year 5 25 points 3A/4C 

Year 6 27 points 4B 

 

 In Key Stage 1 the average expectation for each pupil is one broad level of progress. 
This is the equivalent to 6 APS per academic year (2 points, or a sub-level each term.) 

 Across Key Stage 2 the average expectation for each pupil is two broad levels of 
progress, this equates to 3 APS per academic year (an average of 1 point each term.) 

 
Pupil Asset and APS 
 

http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Marking-Policy-20132.pdf


Levels are converted to numerical points (APS – Appendix 1 provides details of the equivalence 
between levels and numerical scores.) The use of APS enables teachers/school leaders and 
governors to measure the value added progress in for individuals and groups. At Muswell Hill 
Primary we measure value added gain termly and across the academic year. Teachers input data 
for individual children for Reading, Writing and Mathematics on a termly basis. This work is 
completed ahead of Pupil Progress meetings and following on from assessment week. We 
produce a ‘Data at a Glance,’ profile of whole school progress and attainment. The cycle at 
Muswell Hill Primary in summary is: 
 
 

 
 
 
* Pupil Progress meetings  
 
These are held on a termly basis and are attended by the class teacher and a senior leader. The 
purpose is to: 
 

 Monitor academic standards and attainment 

 Monitor progress (value added) by measuring APS gains for individuals and groups 

 Analyse the performance of individuals and different groups of pupils 

 Ascertain individuals, groups, classes or cohorts that require additional support  

 Allocate additional support to pupils in an equitable way, on a needs related basis (updating the 
provision mapping across the school.)  
 

As a school we then inform relevant stakeholders. For instance Governors are informed through 
the Curriculum and Standards Committee; subject leaders are informed via staff meetings or by 
meeting with the Assessment Subject Leader. 
 
Transitions 

Assessment 
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Data entry 
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Asset 

IEP 

meetings 

Pupil 

Progress 

meetings* 

Actions 

from PP 

meetings 
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Teachers attend meetings at the end of the academic year to ‘hand on’ and ‘receive’ their classes 
along with assessment folders, past test papers and books. During these meetings at the end of 
the Summer Term teachers meet to agree final levelled judgements. We believe that this 
investment of time is crucial in moderating final levels so that teachers are in agreement prior to 
taking over their new classes in the Autumn Term. 
 
How We Assess Different Subject At Muswell Hill Primary School  
 

Subject How the children are assessed How often 
assessment 
takes place 

Science Astra Zeneca Assessment task linked to topic. Each child receives a 
broad level assessment as a result.  

Termly  

Reading Reception 
 
Teachers complete the EYFS Profile on entry and throughout the year. 
In addition, key word and phonic assessments take place: Please see 
the Phonics Policy for further details: 
http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Phonics-
Policy-2014.pdf 
KS1 teacher assessments are informed by: 

 Key word and phonic assessments  

 Guided reading evidence folder  

 ‘Level Gap’ targets  

 SAT papers 
 
KS2 teacher assessments are informed by: 

 Key word and phonic assessments  

 Guided reading evidence folder  

 ‘Level Gap’ targets  

 Statutory SATs or optional papers (two papers in total- One to 
be completed in Autumn and repeated in the summer term 
 

Termly 

Writing Throughout the year, in every year group, children must complete a 
piece of unaided writing across the genres to gain an overview of 
writing ability.  These genres must be: 
 

 Newspaper report 

 Narrative 

 Recount 
 
Receptions, KS1  and 2 teacher assessments are informed by: 
 

 Children’s Literacy books (Special Books in Reception) 

 Writing across the curriculum, Creative Curriculum for instance 

 Statutory SATs in Y2 (writing tasks in Y2) 
 

Termly 

Maths Receptions, KS1 and 2 teacher assessments are informed by: 
 
 

 Ongoing - APP grids are the main formative assessment tool 

 Ongoing – Reception complete the EYFS profile on entry and 
throughout the year. 

  
In addition to APP: 

Termly 

http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Phonics-Policy-2014.pdf
http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Phonics-Policy-2014.pdf


 

 Autumn: NFER tests 

 Spring: All year groups allocate levels based on teacher 
assessment (APP) 

 Summer: Optional SAT papers (3, 4 and 5 only. Y1 teacher 
assessment)   

 Summer: Statutory SATs (Y6 and Y2 only) 

 Summer: Y1 use APP to support teacher assessment 
 

 
 
Assessment of children with Special Educational Needs 
 
The ‘P’ scales 
 
This section should be read in collaboration with the SEN policy: 
http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/SEN-Policy.pdf 
 
Teachers should use these assessment materials for those pupils who are performing below Level 
1C of the National Curriculum. Use of the W grade (working towards Level 1) is used for those 
working below a level 1 in year 1. The P scales are differentiated performance criteria designed for 
older children who have significant learning difficulties. They outline attainment for pupils working 
below level 1 of the national curriculum and describe some of the important skills, knowledge and 
understanding that pupils may gain from the programmes of study and the national curriculum. 
They range from P1 to P8. 
 
Wherever possible, children with Special Educational Needs will complete assessments similar to 
that of their peers.   
 
For writing, picture cues could be given and sequenced to support children working at lower 
curriculum levels.   
 
Maths assessments can be completed using classroom resources and discussion with LSAs.   
Most children with statements will find it hard to sit a reading paper.  The SENDCO recommends 
that (wherever possible), teachers ‘break up’ the time slot and/ or complete a running record 
assessment. 
 
Assessment and the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
 
This section should be read in collaboration with the EYFS policy: 
http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/EYFS-Policy-2013.pdf 
 
Assessment and the tracking of progress starts with daily observations of children’s learning and 
development, relationships with others and how they explore and interact with the learning 
environment. Assessment is based on observation of predominately self-initiated activity. 
Judgements are based on consistent, independent behaviour. 
 

 Teachers assess the children regularly against the EYFSP and formally input data onto 
Pupil Asset on entry (during the first six weeks) and also during the autumn, spring and 
summer terms. 

 The main EYFS assessment method is through practitioners’ observations of children in 
different teaching and learning contexts, including both adult focused activities and child 
initiated play. Observations take place on a daily basis (both formally and informally). 
Observations are recorded in different formats (e.g. narrative style, post-it notes, whole 
class grids, photographs). Observations are evaluated, children’s learning priorities are 
identified and relevant learning opportunities are planned to support children to make the 
next steps and progress. 

http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/SEN-Policy.pdf
http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/EYFS-Policy-2013.pdf


 
 
 
 
Whole School Calendar of Assessments 
 

Month Activity in addition to ongoing formative assessment across the 
school 

September Reception Baseline Assessments to be completed (within the first 6 weeks.) 
Data entered on Pupil Asset  

October Parent consultation before half term 

November Early to mid November: Assessment Week for KS1 and KS2 followed by 
data entry on Pupil Asset, IEP meetings, Pupil Progress Meetings. Please 
see the flow-diagram for further information.

December N/A 

January N/A 

February Update on EYFS profiles for all children followed by data entry on Pupil 
Asset. Information to go to IEP meetings and Pupil Progress in line with the 
rest of the school. 

March Mid March: Assessment Week for KS1 and KS2 followed by data entry on 
Pupil Asset, IEP meetings, Pupil Progress Meetings. Please see the flow-
diagram for further information. Reception classes to join this process as 
itemised above. 

April  

May KS2 statutory test week. 

June  Early June: Assessment Week for KS1 and KS2 followed by data entry on 
Pupil Asset, IEP meetings, Pupil Progress Meetings. Please see the flow-
diagram for further information.  
 
Phonics Screening Test week  
 
KS1 SAT week 
 
Current Reception teachers to meet with Year One teachers to agree 
assessments of cohort against NC levels. 

July Finalise & submit KS2 teacher assessments to LA 
 
Finalise & submit KS1 teacher assessments to LA 
 
Finalise & submit EYFSP data to LA 
 
Report Phonics, EYFSP, KS1 & KS2 results to parents within end of year 
reports. 

 
Pupil Asset   
 
This section should be read in collaboration with the Data Protection policy:  
http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Data-Protection-Policy-2014.pdf 
 
A record of every pupil’s academic performance will be kept on the school’s web-based tracking 
system. Each term, prior to pupil progress meetings, a sub-level for each child must be entered 
onto the system for Reading, Writing and Maths. This must also be completed by Reception, 
please see the calendar above for details. 
 
Moderating 
 

http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Data-Protection-Policy-2014.pdf


The minimum requirement for whole school internal moderation is that it takes place at least once 
over the academic year for reading, writing and mathematics.  Final year assessments will be 
agreed in conjunction with next year’s class teacher during ‘hand on,’ meetings. 
 
Targets 
 
Muswell Hill Primary School believes that children respond to specific targets. In order to achieve 
this as a part of sustainable quality first teaching, the policy for setting these is made clear in the 
‘Marking and Feedback Policy.’ Pupils are given a ‘wish’ to address in their next piece of work (or 
across a sequence of work.) Please see the Marking and Feedback policy for further details and 
examples: http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Marking-Policy-20132.pdf 
 
 
Reporting to Parents 
 
Parents are given their children’s achievement information and targets for reading, writing and 
mathematics on an individual school report in the Summer term; parents are told if children are 
‘working towards’, ‘working at’ or ‘working beyond’ national expectations.  In Reception, ‘Special 
Books’ are sent home regularly to parents/carers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://muswellhillprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Marking-Policy-20132.pdf


 
Appendix 1 – APS explanation 
 

Primary Progress toolkit POINTS & LEVELS  

      

 Progress  Expected 
NC 

Points 
NC Level   

 in the 
Year  On-track 

> 36  6   

    36  5A+   

    35  5A   

    34  5B+   

    33  5B   

    32  5C+   

    31  5C   

    30  4A+   

    29  4A   

    28  4B+   

 + 3 pts  Year 6 27  4B   

   26  4C+   

    25  4C   

 + 3 pts  Year 5 24  3A+   

   23  3A   

    22  3B+   

 + 3 pts  Year 4 21  3B   

   20  3C+   

    19  3C   

 + 3 pts  Year 3 18  2A+   

   17  2A   

    16  2B+   

 + 5 pts  Year 2 15  2B   

   14  2C+   

    13  2C   

    12  1A+   

    11  1A   

+ 7 pts  Year 1 10  1B+   

   9  1B   

   
8  1C+ 

 EYFS 
Outcomes  

    7  1C 

Exceeding 

  

    6  WA+  P-scales 

    5  WA  P8 

    4  WB+  P7 

 + 3 pts 
 
Reception 

3  W or WB  Expected  P6 

   2  WC+ 

Emerging 

 P5 

    1  WC  P4 

    0  < W  P3  P2  P1 

      
 
 
Appendix 2- APS gains (Muswell Hill Primary School expectations) 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Grading  KS1 APS gains across the 
year  

KS1 APS gains across the 
term 
  

Year 1 Year 2 Year 1 Year 2 

Outstanding  8+  6+ 2.65+ 2+ 

Good  7+  5+ 2.3+ 1.7+ 

Satisfactory  7 5 2 .3 1.7 

Inadequate  Less than 7 Less than 5 Less than 2.3 Less than 1.7 

Grading  KS2 APS gains across the 
year  

KS2 APS gains across the 
term  

Outstanding  4+  1.33+  

Good  4  1.33  

Satisfactory  3  1  

Inadequate  Less than 3  Less than 1  


