
 
 

It was great to see the children again, we hope you all had a good half-term. There have been a few 

challenges this week but nothing that will stop the amazing spirit of the Muswell Hill Primary School 

Community; thank you for taking the recent developments in the KS2 playground and the problem in the 

kitchen ‘in your stride’. We hope the kitchen will be fully functional on Monday and the playground remedial 

work is being planned as we write.  Just a few items for your information this week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Academic Year 

2020-21 

 

Online-safety workshops – 

last call! 

Don’t forget to let us know if you would like to 

attend one of our two online safety 

workshops next week on either: 

• Wednesday 16 June at 10.00am, or 

• Thursday 17 June at 7.00pm 

Send an email to the school Office with 

subject title ONLINE SAFETY WORKSHOP, tell 

us which one you would like to attend, and we 

will send you a link next week. 

Mary, the trainer, is an incredibly inspirational 

speaker who has a wealth of experience in this 

area. This is, sadly, particularly relevant as 

more articles about online harassment 

appeared in the papers this week. 

Haringey in Bloom competition – 

do you have a lovely garden? 

 

Class ensembles 

Reception and Years 1 and 2 are busy 

rehearsing for their class ensembles which 

will be performed for their parallel year group 

class and filmed soon. 

Watch out for the links so you can enjoy them 

too. 

Thank you again to parents and carers for 

providing costumes, helping with the learning 

of lines and for your general support and 

enthusiasm. 

Also in this newsletter: 

• Lockdown Fathers – study from the Fatherhood 

Institute 

• PSA fundraiser 

• Makaton sign of the week 

• Toyibat leaving us 

• Friday picnic 

• Bikeability and cricket 

 



New Study - Lockdown Fathers: the untold story (Fatherhood Institute) 

 

During the Spring 2020 lockdown in Britain, fathers spent more time at home with their families than at any point 

since the Industrial Revolution. 
 

Lockdown Fathers: the untold story, funded by the Nuffield Foundation, details their experiences and their 

aspirations for ways of working post-pandemic. Fathers want to maintain the balance widely achieved during 

lockdown of working effectively while parenting their children better. 
 

Drawing on a nationally representative survey-sample of more than 2,000 men with children aged under-12, the 

study explored the lockdown’s impact on physical and mental health (20% reported improvement), relationships 

with children and partner - and parenting skills. Two-thirds report a better father-child relationship post lockdown, 

two-fifths feel more confident as parents and better able to support their children’s schoolwork, and three-fifths 

report greater awareness of the importance of fathers spending time with their children. Aspirations include more 

remote working (63%) and more flexibility in working time (76%). 
 

The majority of fathers in the survey said they emerged from the lock-down experience more confident as 

parents, in better relationships with their children, understanding them better, and feeling closer to them. 
 

The Fatherhood Institute is a registered UK charity whose work focuses on policy, research and practice to 

reach their vision of a society where there’s a great dad for every child. 
 

You can read more about the 'Lockdown Fathers' report here: http://www.fatherhoodinstitute.org/2021/fathers-

seek-more-home-flexible-working-to-maintain-covid-transformation-in-childcare/ 

 

Latest PSA Initiative – Forest School Pond Improvements 

We are delighted that we have been able to resume Forest School and, as previously announced, one of our 

staff members, Kathy, has recently qualified as a trainer. We are hoping that as additional staff members 

qualify, we can expand our provision and more children can benefit from the unique experience.  

The children absolutely love being outside and learning about resilience, 

team building, bugs, mud (!) – the list is endless.  To further enhance the 

Forest School area the PSA are launching a JustGiving campaign to 

enable the re-lining of the pond and to build a viewing platform.  We will 

then be able to stop the water drying out in the warmer weather leaving 

little shelter for our varied pond life, and the children can view it 

securely. 

If you can help with this campaign, please visit  

https://justgiving.com/campaign/mhpsforestschool 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Makaton sign of the week 

Here is the YouTube link for the MAKATON Sign of the Week video. The sign is "to share". 
 
https://youtu.be/eejh5Zofmi0 
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Toyibat leaving – many thanks and best wishes for the future 

Toyibat (Tee), who has been working with Year 4 this year is leaving us at the end of next week. She has 

completed her teacher training and will be taking up a new role in Yorkshire. 

Although Tee has only been with us this for a short while, the impact made on the children has been massive, 
both inside and outside of class. Whether it is supporting Year 4 with their learning in both larger or smaller 
focus groups, helping the children at playtimes, or doing sensory throughout the day, Tee has always been 
so flexible and accommodating; EVERYTHING has been done with the children's best interests at heart. We 
will be sad to see her leave our community, but we have no doubt she will make an INCREDIBLE teacher, will 
inspire her next class and work magic during her next chapter elsewhere. 
 
Thank you Tee. 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

Friday picnic 
 
Thank you to all parents/carers who, at short notice, provided their children with a packed lunch today 
following the closure of the kitchen for the day.  The children thoroughly enjoyed their picnics in the 
grounds, and we were fortunate it didn’t rain and wasn’t too hot! Perfect! 
 
 

            

__________________________________________________________ 

Bikeability course 

Members of Year 6 completed a five-day bikeabilty course today to teach them the basics of staying safe 

on road on their bikes.  If you are interested in this free cyle training then have a look at the Bikeability 

website for further information: https://bikeability.org.uk/bikeability-training/ 

 

Year 4 and Year 5 cricket 

Children from Years 4 and 5 enjoyed a session of cricket coaching today from Middlesex Cricket Club – if 

your child was inspired there are several local cricket clubs where they can got to explore the sport further. 

https://bikeability.org.uk/bikeability-training/

