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Huge thanks to Dan Salem, who is stepping down as Chair of the Governing 

Body. Luckily, this is not goodbye as Dan is staying on as a community 

governor.  Dan has been a governor at Muswell Hill Primary School for 

seven years, the last two of which he has been the Chair of the Governing 

Body. Dan has very ably guided and supported the school through some 

exceptionally challenging times, particularly in the last few months, and we 

want to offer our sincere thanks for his incredible hard work and 

dedication to the school.  

Suzy Fotheringham is stepping down as Staff Governor and there will be 

staff elections for her successor.   Don’t worry Suzy isn’t leaving!  Suzy has 

been a fantastic staff governor, championing the views of the staff and 

enabling the governors to gain deep insight into the workings of the school.  

We are pleased to welcome Alexa Charnley as our new Chair of 

Governors.  Alexa is currently our Safeguarding Governor and has been on 

the Governing Body since 2017; she has two children in the school. Alexa is 

Head of Awareness Marketing for Save the Children, an international 

development children's charity, and brings a wealth of fundraising 

expertise, and knowledge of child safeguarding to the Governing 

Body.  Alexa will be assisted in her role by newly elected Vice Chair, Hilary 

Plant.    

Hilary is currently our SEND governor; her two children, now young 

women, were Muswell Hill Primary School pupils.  More about Hilary and 

our other governors in later newsletters. 

Thanks so much to all four of you; a strong, critical and supportive 

governing body is vital to the successful running of a school.   
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We have been busy! 
 
Attached are some photos from our first few weeks. You can see a range of learning across the school, 
from transitions and new starters to wellbeing and mental health, a sense of belonging and community, 
self-portraits, healing gardens and cosmic trees, topic launches and working walls to art in action. 
 
As part of our recovery curriculum the whole school focused on the wonderful text Here We Are by Oliver 
Jeffers, this was selected as part of a campaign - Words for the World - and a quote from Frank Cottrell-
Boyce: We are frail and we are small, but together we are beautiful and strong. Here’s another lovely 
quote which provided much inspiration. 
 
Words are ours. We speak them, we write them, we play with them, we make music with them, we 
dance to them, we learn with them, we love with them. They tell us about us. They tell us about the 
world. They tell us about us in the world. Words are ours.  Konnie Huq 
 
 

     

   



   

    

     

 

Halloween idea from Met Police 

We’ve received a great idea for Halloween from the Metropolitan Police about how you 

can still enjoy Halloween in these days of social distancing and the ‘rule of six’.  Please 

see the attached leaflet. 

 

 



Teaching and Learning 

These links were sent to you last weekend but are repeated here for ease of reference.  These 

presentations replaced our usual ‘Meet the Teachers’ meetings and give you information about your 

child’s teaching and learning this year.  

We promised a compilation Q&A document but are conscious that many of you have not yet had the time 

to view the videos.  If, once you have viewed these presentations, you have any queries please direct them 

to your Year Group Phase Assistant Headteacher using the year group emails.  

We hope to produce a Q&A document toward the end of next week so please do take a moment to watch 

these presentations this weekend if you haven’t already. 

https://youtu.be/yh1jdNY3zSg - Year 1 video 
 
https://youtu.be/Fpd7xIsSaN0 - Year 2 video 
 
https://youtu.be/hH68etT3NsI - Year 3 video 
 

https://youtu.be/37uDxtv-SFc - Year 4 video 
 
https://youtu.be/6dRBWx0T_is - Year 5 video 
 
(We are aware that the quality of this video is not very good for which we apologise; we will be re-
recording it when all the Year 5 team are back at school.) 
 
https://youtu.be/EXQoVwEwGi4 - Year 6 video 
 

 

Online Safety Tip 

Parents/Carers – find out what ‘Roblox’ is all about – lots of children 

play this one, follow this link for an informative video made by 

London Grid for Learning. 

https://lgfl.planetestream.com/View.aspx?id=3466~4t~UYINjBBH&code=zH~fKHROShMA

lIzXM7kLezzicvolKowewxAokSEV6E6VHWfCgjkafwL&ax=6M~D0boNhGJcMfR 
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AMBER CLASS – ROISIN AND TOBY’S SHOUT OUTS 

Our resilient animal is a penguin because the class told 
us that penguins walk a long way in the snow and look 
after their eggs all winter. 
 
Our resilient Golden Learner is Olivia who even though 
she is very sensitive to noise, has kept on working hard. 
We also did a big shout out for our TA Jordan who is 
working hard through lunchtime. 
 
Shout outs also for Tre and Sully who the other pupils 
said were good at tidying up and looking after school 
property. 
 

ORANGE CLASS – JENI’S SHOUT OUTS 

Golden Learners this week are Eva and Nisanur. Both children have worked really hard to learn phonics 

sounds this week and have approached their learning with resilience and perseverance. 

 

YELLOW CLASS – GEOFF’S SHOUT OUTS 

This week's Golden Learner is Jiaman who has shown fantastic focus all term. She never allows distractions 
to get the better of her and always tries her best.  
 
We had several suggestions for the resilience animal, one being a hedgehog because despite not being 
able to see well in the dark it has heightened its other senses to make up for this.  
 

GOLD CLASS – NATHAN’S SHOUT OUTS 

The Gold Class Golden Learners for managing distractions are Benkee and Clara. They have both worked so 
hard to stay focused regardless of what else may be going on around them. 
 
Rosa suggested that a resilient animal could be a cheetah as it has to keep trying to catch its prey even if it 
sometimes fails. 
 

GREEN CLASS – KATH AND HADLEY’S SHOUT OUTS 

Maya - For fantastic concentration. Maya always works really hard and manages distractions brilliantly. 
 
Felix - For concentrating really hard in his writing this week and producing a lovely Halibut Jackson story. 
 

 

Golden learners of the week 

 

 

 

 

 



EMERALD CLASS – LARA’S SHOUT OUTS 

Kian and Olivia are Golden Learners this week for their amazing focus and ability to manage distractions.  

BLUE CLASS – RITU’S SHOUT OUTS 

Ashton - super star! Focussed and so much effort in trying to do his best. He has shown immense resilience 
when finding something tricky. Good job Ashton. 
 
Amalia - 100% effort in everything. Always produces work to a high standard and pushes herself to do the 
very best she can. A role model to all. Good job Amalia. 

SAPPHIRE CLASS – SOPHIE AND MISS FRYER’S SHOUT OUTS 

Both Miss Fryer (who works with Years 3 and 4) and Sophie would like to give Honey a shout out for 

turning around her work attitude to a really positive one. She's made loads of progress in her writing. 

Nicole has the right attitude to learning and is a good role model for how to manage distractions. 

 

INDIGO CLASS – JACK’S SHOUT OUTS 

Indigo classes golden learner this week is Eve. Our focus this week was to manage our distractions and 

I have seen her make a real conscious effort to do this. During the first few weeks she had to politely 

reminded about the expectations but we are now over those prompts and she has been excellent at 

getting on with her work diligently and producing work to a high quality. Keep this up please Eve, well 

done and thank you. 

COBALT CLASS – MEABH’S SHOUTS OUTS 

Golden Learner this week is Margaux. She has worked really well when it has been noisy outside the 

classroom, when other classes have been having their break times or when others around her have not 

been as focused. Margaux has managed these distractions incredibly well and has produced some great 

work this week, showing that she can take ownership over her work and do what she knows she should be 

doing and not getting drawn in to the distractions. Well done Margaux! 

AMETHYST CLASS – JOSEPH’S SHOUT OUTS 

Sophie  - as well as being an incredibly positive influence in the classroom, Sophie is also a resilient learner 
who perseveres and is able to find meaning from her mistakes. However, Sophie impressed me with a 
different type of resilience this week after she suffered a painful injury but was back smiling within 
minutes. Congratulations, Sophie T. 
 
Amethyst suggestions for resilient animals were turtles (they live a long time and their species has survived 
a very long time!) and penguins because the survive the freezing cold and still manage to protect their 
young. 
 

VIOLET CLASS – MURIEL’S SHOUT OUTS 

 

Blocking out distractions 
Engaged in her learning 
Always armoured with a smile 
  
The Golden Learner of the week is Miss Smiley AKA Buzzing Bea! 
 



KEY GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE  

We have attached with this newsletter a useful flow chart about the procedures for managing suspected 

and confirmed COVID-19.  

Please also see below an extract from a recent Government update which may be useful for some 

members of our school community.  The guidance mentioned is What parents and carers need to know 

about early years providers, schools and colleges during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 

 

 

Translation of guidance for parents and carers on 

early years providers, schools and colleges in the 

autumn term 

We have translated our guidance for parents and carers with children in nursery, 

school, or college in the autumn term. 

The guidance is now available in the following languages: 

• Arabic 

• Bengali 

• Chinese – traditional 

• Chinese – simplified 

• French 

• Gujarati 

• Polish 

• Portuguese 

• Punjabi 

• Romany 

• Somali 

• Turkish 

• Urdu 

 

 

 

We’d like to thank you all again for your continued support, patience and 

understanding as we all get used to our new procedures for coming into and 

leaving school. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=21%20September%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=21%20September%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918367/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-arabicdocx.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918368/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-ben-BD.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918369/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-trad_chinese.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918370/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-simpl_chinese.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918371/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-fre-FR__002_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918378/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-guj.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918379/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20HL-pol__002_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918380/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-por-PT.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918381/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-pan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918382/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20HL_romany.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918383/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-som-SO.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918384/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20HL_turkish.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/918385/Guidanceforparents_CLEAN_3.9.20-urd.pdf

