
 
 

 

 

We hope you enjoyed the Bank Holiday on Monday.  For those of you who are gardeners we expect the 

weather on Monday was quite welcome although maybe even better if it had arrived on Tuesday!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Academic Year 

2020-21 

 

 

The Big Ask – please complete 

the survey 

Chatting to some children around the school it 

seems many have not yet completed The Big Ask 

Survey we wrote about in the last newsletter. 

It aims to find out children’s concerns and 

aspirations about the future - adults can also 

complete the survey.  It is worth taking a few 

moments with your child to complete the survey 

and help contribute to the setting of ambitious 

future goals for our children.  

Click here for the survey link or search for The Big 

Ask online and it will take you directly there. 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebi

gask/ 

 

 

 

The Spring Stride  
 
The school has signed up to this competition which is being run by Haringey.  Recent data has shown 
that children's weight and physical health/fitness has been adversely affected by lockdown hence this 
new competition. 
 
As a school we are competing to do 25 days of physical activity above and beyond that which we do 
during our normal PE lessons, breaktimes and lunchtimes. The children will complete class sheets to 
monitor and evidence the activity.  We feel that with our daily mile and brain breaks we can evidence a 
lot of additional activity.  There are prizes to be won, so fingers crossed! 
 
 

Sunshine is on its way! 

Just a few words about appropriate footwear for 

school in the hotter weather.  For health and 

safety reasons, please do not send children to 

school in open-toed sandals and fit-flop style 

shoes as we want your children to be as safe as 

possible in the playground and this helps to 

avoid stubbed and squished toes, trips, falls etc.  

Please also ensure that any covered sandals 

have a heel strap that helps keep them on the 

foot, i.e. Crocs with a heel strap will be OK but 

those without won’t.  

As we have said before – please apply sun cream 

before school and avoid strappy tops – 

shoulders burn easily and remember a sun hat. 

 

Thank you. 
 

Other contents: 
Art Exhibition page, Makaton Sign of the Week, Mental 

Health Awareness Week – Kooth, Enterprising Children, 

School Meals and Packed Lunches, Year 6 documentary 

making and first assembly of the year, Going forward as a 

school, Parent Governor vacancies, PSA News, Year 5 

update, and Football Trials for Alexandra Park Youth 

Football Teams 

Eid Mubarak 

To all our families who will 

be celebrating Eid al-Fitr this 

week 

 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/


Art Exhibition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some fantastic examples of the pebble and wood designs to commemorate Stephen Lawrence 

Day – we will create a display of all the designs next week. 

       

                                                                  

       

These are examples of some beautiful 

blending of oil pastels that Year 2 

children were creating in an art lesson 

before half-term, they all produced 

some fantastic shading and impressed 

Toby who has included them in this 

week’s newsletter for you to enjoy 

too. 

These fabulous Tree of Life 

pictures inspired by Gustav 

Klimt were created by Year 6 

children. 

We had our own ‘hanami’ 

(flower viewing) over the last 

few weeks – Cranley Gardens 

was a feast for the eyes. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Sabine and Spencer for their fantastic fund-raising 

On Sunday, 2nd May, Sabine (Cobalt class) and Spencer (Green 

class) each did their own Captain Tom 100 Challenges for 

charity. Sabine ran a pop-up bakery to raise funds for Wave for 

Change, a local charity that brings people with and without 

learning disabilities together for fun, inclusive activities. She 

raised £259! Spencer did a 100 Dog Guess, inviting neighbours 

to bring him their dog (or any other pet) and he would guess its 

breed. He raised £181 for St Tiggywinkle’s Wildlife Hospital in 

Buckinghamshire, the "world's busiest wildlife hospital".  

You can read more about their campaigns here: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/wave-
popupbakery and here https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/tiggywinkles-100dogs 
 

School meals and packed lunches 

As a healthy school we aim to provide children with a healthy lunch every day. Following negotiation and 

discussion with Pabulum’s nutritionists the meals provided in school currently contain two non-

yoghurt/fruit puddings twice a week; these include chocolate ‘brownies’ and orange and chocolate cookies 

(once every three weeks) – these are reduced-sugar (very reduced!) puddings made with the inclusion of 

vegetables and, as such, constitute part of a healthy lunch option if they are only eaten occasionally. 

We ask that parents also provide healthy meals if their child(ren) has a packed lunch; crisps, chocolate, 

sweets or fizzy drinks should not be included.  If our lunch staff notice these items, they will request that 

they remain uneaten in the lunch box and go home with the child at the end of the day.  The occasional 

‘treat’ a couple of times a week is acceptable but please don’t make these any of the above listed items but 

think about a reduced sugar option – the website below has some useful suggestions 

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes  

Thank you again for your support and cooperation. 

Makaton Sign of the Week 
Here is the YouTube link for the MAKATON Sign 

of the Week video. The sign is "wait". 

 
https://youtu.be/anYgUYh2_Ro 
 
 

             

          Symbol – To wait                        Sign – To wait 

 

Mental Health Awareness Week 

beginning Monday 10 May 
Haringey has asked us to make you all aware of 
Kooth which is a free online counselling and 
emotional wellbeing support service. It provides 
young people aged 11 to 18 years (and up to 25 
years for those with special needs and learning 
disabilities) in Haringey with a free, safe and 
secure support with their emotional health and 
wellbeing from a professional team of qualified 
counsellors. Although Kooth is aimed at children 
over 11, we are sharing this information as we are 
in the term before transition for our Year 6s and 
this is one of the supports for the transition 
process. 

More on school activities during mental health 
awareness week in the next newsletter. 
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A shout out for Year 6 

This term Year 6 are working on editing in Computing. The 
outcome will be creating activism documentaries. Along the 
way we will be coached by Carol, Documentary Programmer 
and Elliott, Documentary Filmmaker - Violet class had their 
first in-class workshop yesterday and it was fantastic to see 
the collaborative skills they were showcasing.  
 
The children have been put into groups and selected causes 
they are passionate about such as gender equality, fast 
fashion and meat production. There will be a film screening 
in Summer 2 to showcase their short documentaries and 
encourage the community to take action. 

 
Thank you so much Carol and Elliott for giving us your time and expertise! 

_________________________________________________________ 
 

First Year 6 assembly of the year  
We had our first Y6 assembly of the year on Friday. It was outside on the astro-turf pitch, Year 6 children 
were presented with their graduation sweatshirts. Thanks so much to the class reps for organising the 
sweatshirt production, and of course thanks to you, their parents and carers for buying them!  They 
absolutely love them. 
 

        
 

                
 

Going forward as a school … 
As we make our way out of the pandemic, we will be resharing the school vision and 5-year plan with you 
and the upcoming priorities. Also, we will be providing information about our Anti-Racist Strategic Working 
Group - we are looking for parents to join the group, and of course we are starting to work on plans as to 
how we gradually unlock the overall structures of how the school has had to function for the past 14 
months. 
All this will be shared at the beginning of June. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

You can leave your views on the school by following this link to the OFSTED Parent View website: 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 

Y3/4 football tournament  
 
Wednesday 5 May – Match report from Riaan 
 
The future is bright for MHPS football! 
 
We had a truly memorable day of 6-aside football at a Haringey competition at Barnet Powerleague, 
where our selection of Y4 Girls and Y3/4 Boys did their school tremendously proud, and both returned 
with team accolades! The Girls didn’t lose a single game all day and came home with silver medals! 
They were unlucky not to be crowned champions having beaten the overall winners Highgate Primary 
2-0; however, a couple of draws left us 1 point short of the Haringey title. This leaves huge motivation 
for next time! Standout performance from Farrah who worked tirelessly all day long and reaped the 
benefits of putting in extra training over the last few months. 
 
The boys took a while to find their rhythm and lost a couple of the morning fixtures by the odd goal, 
but they really clicked into gear in the afternoon matches and their award for being unbeaten post 
lunch, including an incredible comeback 3-3 tie and a passing masterclass 6-1 Victory, was possibly the 
best prize we’ve ever received at a school competition - a 20kg bag of sports equipment for the school! 
Standout performances from Alex S and Charlie L who controlled the games from defence and created 
countless attacking opportunities from deep positions. 
 
Well done to the children – impressive performances from you all. 
 

LETTER FROM OUR CHAIR OF GOVERNORS 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Last week I sent out a letter inviting applications for new parent governors to join the Governing 

Body for Muswell Hill Primary. We have two vacancies and we're looking for people with the skills, 

time and enthusiasm to join us. School governors do not get involved in the day to day running of 

the school but provide strategic leadership, support, and challenge. If you are interested in joining us, 

please fill out the form sent last week outlining the skills you could bring to the Governing Body 

by Friday 14th May to the School Office. We'll be having a virtual session for any interested 

parents/carers where you can meet some of the existing school governors and find out more about 

the role. If we have more than two applicants, we will hold an election to appoint people into the 

roles. If you have any further questions, please do get in touch via the School Office.  

 

We look forward to hearing from you,  

Best wishes,  

 

Alexa Charnley 

Chair of Governors  
 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


PSA NEWS 

For the past two years the PSA has been sponsored 

by Plusrooms and we are extremely grateful for the 

donations, support and collaboration during this 

time. It has been great working with them, and we 

give our sincerest thanks for the £7,000.00+ we have 

raised with this sponsorship. 

 

We are also very excited to introduce our new 

sponsors PERFORM who run drama, dance and 

singing classes for children. We look forward to 

working and creating some magic together.  

 

PERFORM is run by a parent at the school so they 

are already part of our wonderful Muswell Hill 

Primary family and we look forward to showing our 

support to them as well. 

 

Parent and Staff Association 

Muswell Hill Primary School 

E-mail: mhps.psa@gmail.com 

Website: https://sites.google.com/view/mhps-psa/ 

Overall sponsor for 2021: PERFORM Confidence-

Building Fun hhttps://www.perform.org.uk 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

Year 5 - News Update 
Watch out for an email from Annette over the next week.  We have secured a place for October 2021 for 
their Year 6 school journey to the Isle of Wight. 
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