
Two Haringey parks are to be improved with 
new tennis courts and educational features,  af-
ter receiving £73,500 in grants from an environ-
mental organisation.

The Veolia Environmental Trust has given 
£35,000 towards converting a dilapidated court 
in Hornsey’s Priory Park into two junior mini-
courts, while just over half  the cash will go 
to Groundwork London for a project that will 
beautify and improve Hartington Park, in Stir-
ling Road, Tottenham.

The Hartington Park project will breathe new 
life into three key areas in an attempt to encour-
age more visitors. Several “educational and 
environmental features” are promised, and the 
trust will work with the park’s friends group to 

finalise the details, including start dates.
Cllr John Bevan, Haringey Council’s cabinet 

member for environment, said: “This is bril-
liant news for users of  both parks. 

“Local residents told us how important it was 
to make improvements to them and we have 
been working hard to secure the necessary 
funding for these.

“The £73,500 investment has the potential to 
transform facilities and the environment of  the 
parks, so that local residents and visitors can 
make the most of  these fantastic assets. 

“Competition for funding awards is fierce. 
The Veolia Environment Trust’s decision to 
support these projects is a real vote of  confi-
dence in Haringey.”
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Football matches have 
goal of a united school

If  you were to make your way 
down to Muswell Hill Primary 
School on a Friday afternoon, you 
would be met by an array of  col-
ours, a sense of  community and 
competitive sport including both 
boys and girls – as well as the odd 
teacher.

This comes after the introduc-
tion of  “Football Fridays”, an 
initiative that aims to unite the 
school and enrich the pupils’ ex-
perience through sport during 
out-of-lesson time.  

Driving force
The Broadway visited the school 
this month to get a feel for the com-
petition and to find out just how 
it was being received throughout 
the 430-pupil school.

Headteacher James Wiltshire 
is the driving force behind the 
Years 5 and 6 weekly lunchtime 
football tournament that aspires 
to involve all of  the pupils at the 
school. 

The former Canonbury act-
ing  head may have only joined the school in September, but you 

would be hard pushed to tell. Walk 
into the main reception area and 
you are met with an introduc-
tion to the “countries” (teams) 
and their staff  member captains, 
while the up-to-date “Muswell Hill 
Premier League” takes pride of  
place in the assembly hall. 

“I introduced a similar concept 
at my previous school and could 
see straight away how successful 
it was at bringing the school and 
different age groups together,” 
said Mr Wiltshire. 

“Here at Muswell Hill we are a 
very diverse school and I thought 
this would be an ideal opportunity 
to embrace the true principles of  
what we are trying to achieve.”

His plan has clearly worked, 

with youngsters of  all ages flock-
ing to the outdoor pitch to get be-
hind the two seven-minute match-

es on show while all of  the staff  
involved have embraced their 

responsibility. Indeed, they 
have even been out to have 
names printed on the backs 
of  their team’s shirts.  

All of  the various class-
es have been given “coun-
tries” to support, and 
there is a sense of  pride 
among the pupils, who 
wear coloured shirts to 
match their country/team 
of  choice. 

Eight-year-old Aisha 
fully endorses the scheme, 

saying: “I like coming out to 
watch the football every Fri-

day, as I get to play with chil-
dren I wouldn’t normally see 

and it gives me something to look 
forward to every week.”

Oscar, seven, added: “I really 
like the way the teachers get in-
volved in the games and I enjoy 
watching and learning about the 
countries that are playing.”

Learning support assistant 
Joseph Noutch, who is responsible 
for ensuring it all runs smoothly 
every Friday, said: “It is all about 
giving the school a sense of  cohe-
sion within the different classes 
and I find it really invigorates the 
younger kids. They are starting 
to view the older Year 5 and Year 
6 pupils as positive role models to 
look at for the future, which can 
only be a good thing.”

Ideals embraced
The main ideals behind Football 
Fridays are not simply left out 
on the playground but often em-
braced in the normal school les-
sons. Art classes have involved 
designing shirts for the young 
supporters to wear, while geog-
raphy lessons have often focused 

Weekly sport seeks to bring the age groups together

� James Wiltshire, headteacher at 

Muswell Hill Primary School  
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Earlier this month, Prime Minster David Cameron announced plans to give each state primary school in England an extra £8,000 towards sports, noting 
that sporting activities have an important role in building pupils’ “confidence and a sense of achievement”. But it seems that Mr Cameron is a little slow 
on the uptake – one Muswell Hill primary school has already implemented a pioneering lunchtime scheme which aims to do just that.

Two parks to receive improvements after £73,500 cash boost
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positive role models to 
look at for the future
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on the countries involved in the  
competition. 

Mr Wiltshire explained: “We are 
continually seeking new and inno-
vative ways of  making the curricu-
lum exciting, making learning ir-
resistible and I have such a strong 
backing here from all the staff  and 
from the parents’ association who 

appreciate how it all fits in with 
the ethos of  the school.”

He now plans to develop the suc-
cessful concept further, adding: “I 
think we’ll look at moving it for-
ward for next year, perhaps intro-
ducing tag rugby or hockey, but I’m 
sure everyone will still be embrac-
ing it in the same positive spirit.”
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How life outdoors can 
teach children vital 
lessons: etcetera

� Years 5 and 6 

come together 

every Friday to 

play football
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