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The Confucius Institute and
Highgate Primary School
Firstly , I must thank the Confucius Institute for working with Muswell Hill Primary from September
2016. Huan Tang has been working with us for this academic year free of charge—all associated
costs [apart from a free school lunch] are covered by the Institute. Huan has been predominantly
teaching Mandarin, Chinese art and calligraphy in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 although she has
recently offered our Key Stage 2 pupils some „taster sessions‟. The children have produced some
excellent work, made staggering progress and really enjoyed learning a new, exciting Modern
Foreign Language. I have been very eager to engage with this project as I know that local secondary schools offer Mandarin and I want our children to have a basic understanding before they
leave us for secondary school.
You may know that we have been running Mandarin Club sessions for over 18 months. Rhoda
Pennington, a teacher at Highgate Primary, has been leading the club as part of our partner work
with local schools and settings. Again, this has been provided free of charge and financed by the
Confucius Institute. Due to other work commitments Rhoda is now stepping down from leading the
club but the group will continue to meet and Huan Tang has agreed to lead them. This opportunity
will continue to be provided free of charge.
As a part of the program to provide these fantastic opportunities for our children, Headteachers
from participating schools were invited to China in March 2017 to enable us to learn from one another. It was expected that the Headteacher would attend or send another delegate if there was an
emergency as this is part of the program—to learn from each other and share ideas. I felt this was
a quid-pro-quo that was beneficial all round for MHPS children and staff. The purpose of the visit
was to observe teachers in Shanghai and Xi‟an looking for areas of strength and offer advice and
next steps to support teaching and learning in Chinese schools. The schools in China are keen to
learn from our education system as well as sharing their own ideas and innovations. Professional
dialogue and universal improvement were at the heart of our discussions.
Schools in China are very keen to partner with schools in the United Kingdom and learn from each
other. They are very keen to have a pro-active and meaningful equal partnership where we engage
in communication through the use of new technologies as well as staff and pupils being invited to
China to learn from one-another.
I would like to thank the host schools in Shanghai and Xi‟an who were so hospitable during my trip.
During my stay the 16 delegates attended schools and settings from Elementary through to a University.
I would also like to thank the Confucius Institute for paying all the expenses on the trip with the
exception of my flights and visa costs. I was more than happy to pay for these personally in order
to receive such an insight into education and culture.
In this newsletter I have tried to condense the China visit into just a few photographs and paragraphs but most importantly I feel it is important to know what will happen now and what will be the
impact of this trip on the children of Muswell Hill Primary in the short and longer term.
James Wiltshire—Headteacher
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Left: Trying to remember the periodic table after being asked to recite it is not easy 19 years after leaving secondary education!

What next? Where do we go from here?


Mandarin Language Club will continue. This runs on a Monday lunchtime from 12:00—12:30pm. It is available for children
in Years 5 and 6. If your child is interested in participating in this club please contact the school office. If the club is full you
will be notified that your child will be held on a waiting list. Please contact admin@muswell-hill.haringey.sch.uk



Kung-Fu Club - we have arranged to begin this brand new and exciting club in the Autumn Term 2017. The children attended a Chinese New Year assembly earlier in the Spring Term 2017 and were mesmerized by a group of Kung-Fu masters! The staff were also amazed! Further information about this club will be released in the Autumn Term. Please do not
contact the school office about the club at this time as the final details have not been arranged at the time of writing. When
we have all the details we will contact parents and carers. Since we anticipate this will be a popular club we will take the
names of interested participants and then the office will „draw names from a hat‟. There will be a small charge for this club.



Chinese Art and Calligraphy Club will also begin from Autumn Term 2017. Further information will be released then.
Again, please do not contact the school office about this club at this time as the final details have not been arranged at the
time of writing. When we have all the details we will contact parents and carers. We will operate the same system for allocating places as the Kung Fu Club since we think this club will also prove very popular. There will be a small charge for this
club.



Teaching Modern Foreign Language at MHPS. The trial has been wholly successful. Huan Tang has worked diligently to
build up professional relationships with the pupils and is very popular with the staff team. We are delighted that the Confucius Institute has agreed to offer us a heavily discounted contract to continue to teach Mandarin at our school. From September 2017 we will be teaching Mandarin in all classes from Reception to Year 6 when our teachers are on their contracted
Planning, Preparation and Assessment (PPA) time. We feel confident that the provision of a Modern Foreign Language at
Muswell Hill will get even better with specialist teachers delivering this exciting curriculum offer.

Music and Design & Technology in Shanghai

The impact of funding at MHPS
As you will know, Muswell Hill Primary has been supporting the Fair Funding for all schools campaign. Please click here for details of the funding cuts.
There is an impact of the proposed National Funding Formula on Muswell Hill Primary School:
1) By using the new national funding formula and not increasing per pupil funding in line with inflation, the school‟s budget will be reduced by an estimated
£191,926 by 2019.
2) Muswell Hill Primary will lose £462 per pupil.
3) A reduction of £191,926 is the estimated cost of 4 teachers.
The Headteacher and Governing Body responded to the consultation to highlight some of the funding cuts that the school has already been forced to
implement. Like other schools we are committed to ensuring that teaching and learning does not suffer as a result of funding shortages as far as possible.
Over the past few months we have made it possible to make voluntary parent/carer donations to the school. The Learning Enhancement Fund has been
set up and seeks to pay for resources that the school could otherwise not afford. To add to the „thanks‟ published in newsletters and in individual letters
the Governing Body would like express gratitude once again to all those who contributed to the £5600 that has been raised through donations so far. We
have not spent all of this money and so have earmarked it for contributing towards parts of our Music and Dance Week and other curriculum additions
that would otherwise not be possible. We will, as promised, use all of the funds raised so far to buy resources that benefit all of our children.
Some parents/carers may wish to make a donation for people rather than resources.
The subsidised cost of two full-time Mandarin teachers is £10,000 for the academic year. If you would like to make a donation to the acquisition of these
teachers rather than, or in addition to, the Learning Enhancement Fund you can do so via Parent Pay. We will set up a totaliser on our school website and
would be grateful for any donation you wish to make towards the cost of this improvement.
If you wish to donate:
1)

Parent Pay: please select „Mandarin Modern Foreign Language‟ from the options on Parent Pay and make a donation. The school suggests an
amount of £30 per term. However, in the recent survey many parents said they were happy to donate more. Please note there are two options, one
includes Gift Aid if you are a UK tax payer and the other is available if your donation would not qualify for Gift Aid.

2)

Standing Order: you can make a monthly contribution direct from your bank to the school‟s bank account, the details of which are below.

3)

Online Banking Payments: if you are set up for online banking you can arrange a regular payment either monthly or quarterly to credit the school‟s
account directly, again details are below:
Account Name: Muswell Hill Primary School. Account Number: 70725366 Sort Code: 20-58-51
Please use the reference : „Mandarin Modern Foreign Language‟ for all payments.

How does teaching Mandarin help our children? What do our
ex-pupils say now that they are attending secondary school?
Lulu from Fortismere: I‟ve always been interested in China and loved everything Chinese: the food; Chinese films and

especially green

tea - I thought it would be really beneficial to learn the language of a country which is a world power and is becoming more and more influential in our UK
lives. Learning Mandarin at Secondary School for the first time was a bit of a shock, how different the language was from English - not just the vocabulary, but the strokes, tones, ideas of pinyin and characters. The earlier one can learn this, the more it becomes absorbed and natural. It‟s understanding
the mechanics of the language which takes time. Another factor to consider is that from the year after next, the Mandarin GCSE will become harder, so
students in the years below me are having to do additional work and even some lessons after school. If they had been able to develop their Mandarin
skills to a certain level in primary school, it would mean less stress and less work - which is never a terrible thing! Recently I was lucky enough to go to
China because me and a few friends won a National speaking competition in which we had to perform a theatrical piece in Mandarin. In China, I was
touched by how friendly and warm the people were to us. We got to stay in the best school in China and partake in many school lessons: traditional
Chinese painting; tea ceremony class and martial arts to name a few. Everything was so different: the curriculum; the teaching; the breakfasts... We got
to visit the Forbidden City; the Great Wall of China; Tiannaman Square; see Giant Pandas; barter in the markets; watch incredible Kung Fu shows; ride in
tuk tuks and eat delicious Chinese food. It was an unforgettable experience - I can‟t wait to go back!

Jack from APS: I was desperate to learn Mandarin after I found out what a hugely important language it is to learn. For example, Mandarin is
the most spoken language in the world. The fact that I had the chance to learn it will help me a lot in life in general and will improve my overall communication skills. If I had learnt Mandarin at MHPS it would have hugely benefited my learning in APS. Our school take Mandarin very seriously. We have a
lot of Mandarin lessons and everyone is taught it in year 7. This is also the same for many other schools such as Fortismere. Learning Mandarin at
MHPS would have given me a head start. My experience of learning Mandarin is that it helps you massively when it comes to learning any language, as
it helps your memory and communication skills. Being a fluent Mandarin speaker is also taken into consideration when applying for Universities and jobs
and it makes you stand out as not many English people speak Mandarin. Furthermore, students excelling in Mandarin at Secondary School are offered
the chance to go to China which is an incredible opportunity!

Flynn from APS: When I was first told about the opportunity to learn Mandarin, I was unsure whether to do it. This was because we were warned that
“sacrifices would have to be made” meaning that some of our time would have to be devoted to Mandarin. Moreover there would be a lot of extra Mandarin learning
outside of school hours. Because of this I would have to give up some of my tennis time. I decided that I would take up this program because Mandarin is becoming a
major language in the world. It might even become the new business language . Over all, I decided that it would be another good opportunity that can be useful in the
future. One of the hardest things to understand about Mandarin Chinese is the general idea and concept. For example: the fact that speaking must have a way to say
the word or that one character is a word. To have a basis of knowledge of the concept would put a student way ahead of a class coming into Mandarin with
no knowledge. When I began to make sentences in Mandarin from the knowledge I had picked up from the different topics we had done, it was an amazing feeling of
achievement. Also practising writing characters is a very satisfying and a very relaxing thing to do. If you do take part in the Mandarin Excellence Program, you will get

What does
Huan say
about teaching Mandarin
at MHPS?
“All the children at MHPS demonstrate great learning when I teach
them Mandarin. The children give
me quick responses—they are
engaged and very capable. The
children greet me in Mandarin now
and always show respect and
kindness which makes me so
proud! I can see a well-behaved
and amazing younger generation
of learners coming through in this
wonderful school. I also really
enjoy working with my colleagues.
They are friendly and considerate!
The staff at MHPS share ideas
with me and it confirms that no
matter whether teaching in China
or the U.K. we put the children first
and care for our pupils. I feel
extremely honoured and lucky to
work with the children and my
colleagues.” Huan Tang, Chinese
trained teacher

an opportunity to go to China… paid for by the government! Learning a language is never easy. Especially Mandarin Chinese because it is like learning two languages
at once: the characters and the speaking.

Let‟s get some pupil opinion on teaching and learning in Mandarin

We have been teaching Mandarin at MHPS. What do our
current pupils say about it?
Kiki from Blue Class:
“Mandarin is a good thing to learn because there is a song that teaches you how to say „Hello, what
is your name?‟ and „Bye!‟ Huan teaches us numbers too.”
Emily from Blue Class:
“I love Mandarin because it‟s much easier that lots of other languages and it‟s a really fun thing to
learn. All the songs are really straight-forward and fun!”
Thomas from Blue Class:
“I like Huan because she‟s a really nice teacher and she teaches us fun work and she lets us throw a
beanbag!”

What do pupils
who have attended Mandarin Club have to
say?
“I like Mandarin because I learn
a new language and do fun
activities such as calligraphy
and practicing drawing the
characters. Also, when I grow
up it means I can go to another
country and speak fluently. We
learn in songs. We have got a
very nice teacher called Huan!”
George, Year 5
“Mandarin is a brilliant language to learn because it is
spoken a lot around the world. I
started Mandarin because I
realised it is good to know two
languages and I am half Chinese and half English. I first
started learning Mandarin when
I was 5 years old but quit 2
years later. I then started learning it again in Year 3 at school.
In Mandarin Club I have learnt
my numbers, colours, animals,
main foods and parts of the
body. I think more people
should learn Mandarin because
it is very enjoyable.”
Sebbie, Year 5

