
Muswell Hill Primary aims to become a Rights Respecting School. 
 

What is a Rights Respecting School? 
 

UNICEF’s Rights Respecting Schools Award programme supports schools to embed 
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC or CRC) in their 
practice to improve well-being and help all children to realise their potential. It helps 
schools embed children’s human rights in their ethos and culture. 

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child sets out the human rights of every 
person under the age of 18. The Convention is an international human rights treaty 
which was adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1989 and ratified by the UK in 
1991. 

Here are the Rights 

The Convention is a very important document because it recognises that all children 
have the right to be treated with dignity and fairness, to be protected, to develop to 
their full potential and to participate. It also lays out what countries must do to ensure 
that all children can enjoy their rights, regardless of who they are, or where they are 
from. 

The Award 

Schools involved in the Rights Respecting Schools Award work towards the 
recognition that they have embedded children and young people’s rights in their 
school’s practice and ethos.  

There are three levels to the Award: 

 Bronze: Rights Committed: Teaching &Learning about Rights 
 Silver: Rights Aware: Teaching&Learning through rights-ethos and 

relationships 
 Gold: Rights Respecting: Teaching&Learning for rights-participation, 

empowerment and action 

The journey to Gold: Rights Respecting, the highest stage of the Award granted by 
Unicef UK, can take several years to achieve.  

Why are children learning about their rights at school? 
 

Research has shown that when children are taught in school about their rights and 
responsibilities under the UNCRC, they are more respecting of the rights of others. 
Children who have learnt about their rights and responsibilities have: 
 

 a better understanding of what it means to have rights and responsibilities 
 a more positive attitude to school 



 better relationships with their classmates and teachers 
 higher self-esteem 

 
 

In Muswell Hill Primary School the Rights Respecting Champions are children from 

Yr1 to Yr6. They work with Liz McMullen and Elena Yiapanis to ensure that the 

whole school community knows about the rights that every child is born with and to 

ensure that these rights are being respected.  

Where are we at Muswell Hill Primary on our journey? 

 We aim to achieve our Bronze Award by Spring 2020. 
 Children, staff and governors have already completed a questionnaire which 

lets us know where we are now.  
 We have created a working party of 16 KS2 children and 8 KS1 children. They 

are known as our Rights Respecting School Council. 
 We have had a whole staff Inset session to introduce Rights Respecting 

Schools Award – teachers, teaching assistants, nursery nurses, admin, site 
manager and mealtime supervisors. 

 Liz McMullen has held assemblies to introduce the children to their rights and 
introduced the Rights Respecting Champions. 

 Teachers have introduced some activities to help children gain an 
understanding of some of the rights in the convention. 

 Liz has also held an assembly to introduce Article 28 Every child has the right 
to an education. 

 Our RR School Council have met regularly and decided on some fundraising 
activities for this year.  

 We celebrated Unicef’s World Children’s day on November 20th where 
children wrote about their rights and their hopes for children around the world. 

How can parents/carers support their child to learn about the Convention at 
home? 

 Take the time to ask your child what he/she has learnt recently regarding 
children’s rights and responsibilities. 

 Discuss the ideas learned in class, and try to think of examples from your own 
experiences, or from the media, of rights being respected or denied. 

 Discuss how your child or your family can promote respect for rights, or help 
those whose rights have been violated. 

 Model using rights and responsibility language with your children. 
 Ask your children’s opinions about their rights. 

 


