
Reception 2021
Curriculum Information



The Reception team are:
Red Class: 

Teacher: Lucy Sykes  (curriculum leader)

Nursery Nurses: Pauline Williams & Andi Petrou

Lunchtime supervisor: Leonie Rodney 

Ruby Class:

Teacher: Grace Cooper

Nursery Nurses: Joanna Xenophontos & Mina Martinelli

Lunchtime supervisor: Candi Toutouyette

Riaan, Luke & Amy– sports specialists (Thursday mornings) Wednesday 
indoor PE

Assistant Head for EYFS & KS1: Suzy Fotheringham



The Early Years Foundation Stage (E.Y.F.S.) 
is the stage of education for children from 

birth to the end of the Reception year.

It is based on the recognition that children 
learn best through play and active learning.

We have several ‘carpet times’ every day for 
direct teaching. Then we work with the 

children in small groups. Meanwhile the other 
children choose from a wide range of activities 

linked to different areas of learning. 



The Curriculum:
Prime Areas 
1. Communication and language
2. Physical development
3. Personal, social and emotional development. 

Specific Areas
1. Literacy; 
2. Mathematics; 
3. Understanding the world; and
4. Expressive arts and design. 

These prime areas are those most essential for your child’s healthy development and future learning. 

As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills in 4 specific areas. These are: 



Characteristics of effective learning ~

Playing and Exploring (engagement)

 Finding out & exploring

 Playing with what they know

 Being willing to have a go

……………………………………………………

 Showing curiosity

 Exploring

 Using senses

 Engaged/focused

 Showing particular interests

 Risk taking

 New activity/challenge

 Self-Belief

 Imaginative/role play

 Joining in /team work

Active Learning (motivation)

 Being involved and concentrating

 Keeping on trying

 Enjoying achieving what they set 

out to do

………………………………………………..……

 Motivated

 Enthusiastic/excited

 Making choices

 Persevering

 Attentive/focused

 Confident/I can attitude

 Self-satisfaction /pride

 Energetic

 Achieving

Creating and Thinking 

Critically (thinking)

 Having their own ideas

 Making links

 Choosing ways to do things

…………………………………………………………

 Thinking of ideas

 Problem solving/logical

 Adapting /changing

 Predicting/estimating

 Ordering/sequencing

 Describing

 Planning

 Evaluating

 Collaborating

These are the ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning.’ They are a crucial 
aspect of the Statutory Framework for the Early Years, and they focus on 
the ways in which children learn.  

In class we encourage children to work on these characteristics, for example 
congratulating them for persevering as well as for the end result of their 
efforts. 



Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development

• Become confident to try new activities and 
take pride in their achievements 

• Show understanding of their own feelings 
and those of others

• Regulate their behaviour, using our 
‘Regulation station’

• Show independence, perseverance and 
resilience in the face of challenge.

• Make lots of friends and have fun!

The children will:



Communication and Language 

• talk confidently and clearly

• show awareness of the listener

• enjoy listening to stories, songs and poems, 
showing good attention

• follow instructions

• answer questions about stories and make up 
their own stories too (‘Helicopter stories’)

The children will be learning to: 



Physical Development

• Demonstrate strength, balance and co-ordination

• Hold a pencil effectively to form the letters of 
the alphabet

• Manage their own basic hygiene and personal 
needs including dressing and undressing 
independently

• Use tools like scissors and paintbrushes 

The children will be learning 
to:



Mathematics

The children will be learning to: 

Have a deep understanding of number to 10

Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) to 5

Automatically recall number bonds 

(e.g. 4+1 = 5)

Explore patterns and shapes



We teach the children to use tens frames and part-whole 
models. These visual representations will be used throughout 
key stage 1 as well. 



We have a maths carpet time every day. We also have adult-led 
focus groups. All children learn at different rates and we take their 
existing knowledge as our starting point. 

We provide lots of fun 
opportunities for the children to 
count and match numeral with 
quantity in the classroom and 
outdoor area. 



Literacy
The children will be learning to: 

hear and say sounds, and link them to the alphabet

read and write familiar words and sentences

learn to use a pencil effectively. 



We have a phonics carpet time every day. Each week we learn a set 
of new sounds and common exception words. We will share these 
with you on Tapestry so that you can help your children at home 
too.  

We have devised our own phonics program based on the 
‘Letters and Sounds’ sequence.



We play lots of games like ‘I Spy’ to help children hear the 
sounds in words (“I spy with my little eye something 

beginning with c…” . 



We love having 
fruit and story 
every morning! 

We make our book 
corners as inviting 
and cosy as we can!

Once they can hear and recognise the individual sounds we 
teach them to blend the sounds together to make words. It’s a 
very exciting time for us and the children!



• Reading to your child regularly (they can bring a 
book home each week from our book corner for this).

• Listen to your child reading for a few minutes each 
day and encourage them to:

• ‘Sound out’ the words 

• Re-read books many times to improve fluency, 
develop confidence and comprehension (we give two 
books for them to read each week).

• Talk about books – stories, characters, predicting 
events etc. 

• And most importantly ENJOY READING together!



Websites to support learning:

Alphablocks series 1: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XnDWNDpvGE

Mr Thorne:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KtNWFUVgaRk

Jolly phonics phase 2: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvAYUvQUrGo

Numberblocks series 1:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7APNVVdrx5M

Super simple counting songs: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7D4K9oi7oBM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvAYUvQUrGo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7APNVVdrx5M


Expressive Arts and Design

• colours and shapes

• making things

• role play               

• making music and singing songs

The children will explore:



Understanding the World

• explore and find out about the world around them, 
asking questions about it;

• build with different materials, know about 
everyday technology and learn what it is used for;

• find out about past events in their lives and their 
families' lives; 

• find out about different cultures and beliefs. 

The children will:



Reception Baseline 
Assessment (RBA)

• The RBA is a short, interactive and practical assessment of your 
child’s early literacy, communication, language and mathematics 
skills, using materials that most children of your child’s age will 
be familiar with.

• It provides an opportunity for your child to have valuable one-
to-one time with their teacher at an early stage, so the teacher 
can get to know your child better. 

• It will provide a helpful snapshot of where your child is when 
they enter school, so they can be supported in the most 
appropriate way. 

. 



Reception Baseline 
Assessment (RBA)

• Your child will answer questions verbally or by pointing at or 
moving objects. 

• The assessment has been designed to ensure that it is inclusive 
and accessible to as many children as possible, including those 
with special educational needs or disability (SEND) or English as 
an additional language (EAL). 

• We can pause the assessment at any time if your child needs a 
break. There are also modified materials available for children 
with visual and hearing impairments.

• The RBA is not about judging or labelling your child or putting 
them under any pressure. Your child cannot ‘pass’ or ‘fail’ the 
assessment. 



Reception Baseline 
Assessment (RBA)

• There is no score, instead teachers will receive a set of 
statements which provide a narrative description of how your 
child performed in the assessment. 

• The purpose of the assessment is to provide the starting point 
for a new measure that will help understand how well schools 
support their pupils to progress between reception and year 6.

• The data from the assessment will only be used by the 
Department for Education when your child has reached the end 
of year 6. The data from the assessment, including numerical 
scores, is not shared with you, pupils, teachers, or external 
bodies, including schools, and there will be no published scores 
at pupil, school or national level.



Settling your child in:

Week beginning 13th September: 
Small groups of 6 come in each day (9:15-2:15) and we take 
them for their first lunch in school, which can be quite 
overwhelming for them!

Week beginning  20th September:
Groups of 15 will come in every morning (9:15-11:30) or 
afternoon (1:00-3:15) . We have split the time equally so that 
both groups get 2 ¼ hours.

Week beginning 27th September: 
All children in 8:50 – 2:30 (a slightly shorter day as they will 
be exhausted!)

Week beginning 4th October: 
All children in 8:50 – 3:15



The Reception year is a very special one, during which 
we hope that your children will develop a love of 

learning and a strong belief in their own abilities, as 
well as making some great friends and having lots of 

fun! 

We look forward to sharing some of their special 
moments with you on Tapestry. 

Thank you for your support, from the Reception Team. 


